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Biographical Memoirs of the late 
: Bishop BerkeELey. 


Dr. Geonce Berxevey, the learned 


and most ingenious Bishop of Cloyne, © 


in Lreland, was born in that kingdom, 
at Kilcrin, near Thomastown, the 12th 
of March, 1684 He was the son of 
Wiiliam Berkeley, of Thomastown, in 
the county of Kilkenny; whose fa- 
ther, the family having suffered for 
their loyalty to Charles I. went over 
to Ireland after the restoration, and 
there obtained the collectorship of 
Belfast. George had the first part of 
his education at Kilkenny school ; was 
admitted pensioner of Trinity college, 
Dublin, at the age of fifteen, under 
Dr. Histon; and chosen fellow of 
that college June the 9th, 1707, and 
placed under the tuition of Dr. Hall. 

The first public proof he gave of 
his literary abilities was, Arithmetica 
absque Algebra aut Euclide demon- 
strata; which, from the preface, he 
appears to have written before he was 
twenty years old, though he did not 

ublish it till 1707. It is dedicated to 
Mr. Palliser, son of the archbishop of 
Cashel; and is followed by a mathe- 
matical miscellany, containing obser- 
vations and theorems inscribed to his 
—_ Mr. Samuel Molineux, whose 
ather was the friend and correspon- 
dent of Locke. 

In 1709, came forth the Theory of 
Vision, which, of all his works, seeins 
to do the greatest honour to his saga- 
city; being, as a certain writer ob- 
serves,* the first attempt that ever was 
made to distinguish the immediate and 
natural objects of sight, from the con- 
clusions we have been accustomed 
from infancy to draw from them. The 

* Reid’s Inquiry into the Mind, chap. vi. 
sect. 11. 
Vow IIT. 





————- 


boundary is here traced out between 
the ideas of sight and touch; and it is 
shown, that, though habit has se con- 
nected these two classes of ideas in our 
minds, that they are not without a 
strong effort to be separated froin each 
other, yet originally they have no such 
connexion , insomuch, that a person 
born blind, and suddenly made to see, 
would at first be utterly unable to tell 
how any object that affected his sight 
would affect his touch; and particu- 
larly would not from sight receive any 
idea of distance, outness, or external 
space, but would imagine all objects 
to be in his eye, or rather in his mind. 
This was surprisingly confirmed in the 
case of a young man born biind, and 
couched at fourteen years of age by 
Mr. Cheselden, in 1728. A vindica- 
tion of the Theory of Vision was pub- 
lished by him in 1733. 

In 1710 appeared The Principals 
of Human Knowledge ; and, in 1713, 
Dialogues between Hylas and Philen- 
ous: the object of both which pieces 
is, to prove that the commonly receiv- 
ed notion of the existence of matter is 
false ; that sensible material objects, 
as they are called, are not external to 
the mind, but exist in it, and are no- 
thing more than impressions made up- 
on it by the immediate act of God, ac- 
cording to certain rules, termed laws 
of nature, from which, in the ordinary 
course of his government, he never 
deviates; and that the steady adher- 
ence ot the Supreme Spirit to these 
rules is what constitutes the reality of 
things to his creatures. These works 
are declared to have been written in 
opposition to sceptics and atheists 5 
and herein is inguired into the chief 
cause of error and difficulty in the 
sciences, with the greunds of scepti- 
cism, atheism, and irreligion: whieh 
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eause and grounds are found to be the 
doctrines of the existence of matter. 
He seems persuaded, that men never 
could have been deluded into a false 
opinion of the existence of matter, if 
they had not fancied themselves invest- 
ed with a power of abstracting sub- 
stance from the qualities under which 
it is perceived ; and hence, as the gene- 
ral foundation. of his argument, is led 
to combat and explode the doctrine 
maintained by- Locke and others, of 
there being. a power. in the mind of 
abstracting general ideas. Mr. Hume, 
having regard to these writings oi the 
very ingenious author, as he calls him, 
says, that they “ form the best lessons 
of scepticism which are to be found 
either among the ancient or modern 
philosophers, Bayle not excepted.” 
He professes, however, in his title 
page, and undoubtedly with great 
truth, to have compesed his books 
against the sceptics, as well as against 
the atheists and freethinkers: but that 
all his arguments, though otherwise 
intended, are, in reality, merely scep- 
tical, appears from this, thatthey admit 
of no answer, and-produce no convic- 
tion. Their only effect is, to cause 
that momentary amazement and irre- 
solution. and confusion which is the 
result of scepticism. It may just be 
observed, that Berkeley had not reach- 
ed his 27th year when he published 
this singular system. 

In 1712, he published three: ser- 
mons in favour of: passive obedience 
and non-resistance; which underwent 
at least three editions, and afterwards 
had nearly. done him some injury in 
his fortune. ‘Fhey caused him to be 
represented as a Jacobite, and stood 
in his way with.the heuse of Hanover, 
till Mr. Molineux, above-mentioned, 
took off the impression, and first made 
him known to queen Charlotte, whose 
gecretary, when princess, Mr.Molineux 
had been. Acuteness of parts and 
beauty of imagination were so con- 
spicuous in his writings, that his repu- 
tation was now established, and his 
company courted even where his opi- 
nions did not find admission. Men of 


opposite parties concurred im recom- 
mending him: Sir Richard Steele, for 
instance, and Dr. Swift. For the for- 
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mer he wrote several papers in the 
Guardian, and at his house became 
acquainted with Pope, with whom he 
always lived in friendship. Swift re- 
commended him to the celebrated earl 
of Peterborough, who, being appointed 
ambassador to the king of Sicily and 
the Italian states, took Berkeley with 
him as chaplain and secretary, in No- 
vember, 1713. He returned to Eng- 
land with this nobleman in August, 
1714, and towards the close of the 
year had a fever, which ra occasion 
to Dr. Arbuthnot to indulge a little 
pleasantry on Berkeley’ssystem. Poor 
philosopher Berkeley, says he to his 
friend Swift, has now the idea of 
health, which was very hard to pro- 
duce in him; for he had an édea of a 
strange fever on him, so strong that it 
was very hard to destroy it by intro- 
ducing a contrary one. ; 
His hopes ot preferment expiring 
with the fall of queen Anne’s ministry, 
he some time after embraced an offer, 
made him by Ashe, bishop of Clogher, 
of accompanying his son in a tour 
through Europe. In this he employed 
four years; and, besides those places 
which fall within the grand tour, visit- 
ed some that are lessfrequented. He 
travelled over Apulia (from which he 
wrote an account of the tarantula to 
Dr. Friend,) Calabria, and the whole 
island: of Sicily. This last country 
engaged his attention so strongly, that 
he had:with great industry collected 
very considerable materials for a natu- 
ral history of it, but unfortunately lost 
them in the passage to Naples; and 
what an injury the literary world has 
sustained by this mischance, may be 
collected from the specimen of his ta- 
lents for this sort of work, in a letter 
to Mr. Pope concerning the island of 
Inarime (now Ischia) dated October 
22, 1717; and in another from the 
same city to Dr. Arbuthnot, giving an 
account of an eruption of Vesuvius. 
He arrived at London in 1721; and 
being much affected with the miseries 
of the nation, occasioned by the South 
Sea scheme in 1720, published the 
same year An Essay towards prevent- 
ing the Ruin of Great-Britain; re- 
printed in his miscellanecus tracts. 
His way was open now into the very 
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first company. Mr. Pope introduced 
him to lord Burlington, and lord Bur- 
lington recommended him to the duke 
of Grafton; who, being lord-lieuten- 
ant of Ireland, took him over as one 
of his chaplains in 1721. Novem- 
ber this year, he accumulated the de- 
grees of bachelor and doctor of divi- 
nity. The year following he had a 
very unexpected increase of fortune 
from Mrs. Vanhomrigh, the celebrat- 
ed Vanessa, to whom he had been in- 
troduced by Swift: this lady had in- 
tended Swift for her heir ; but, per- 
ceiving herself to be slighted by him, 
she left near 8000 /. between her two 
executors, of whom Berkeley was 
one. May 18,1724, he was promoted 
to the deanery of Derry, worth 1100 2. 
per annum. 

In 1725, he published, and it has 
since been reprinted in his miscella- 
neeus tracts, “ A proposal for-convert- 
ing the savage Americans to Christi- 
anity, by a college to be erected in the 
Summer Islands, otherwise called the 
Isles of Bermuda:” a scheme which 
had employed his thoughts for three 
or four years past; and it is really 
surprising to consider how far he car- 
ried it. He offered to resign all his 
preferment, and to dedicate the re- 
mainder of his life to instructing the 
American youth; on a stipend of 1007. 
yearly: nines three junior 
fellows of 
give up all their prospects .of prefer- 
ment at home, and to exchange their 
fellowship for a settlement in the At- 
lantic Ocean at 40...a year: he pro- 
cured his plan to be laid before George 
I. who commanded Sir Robert Wal- 
pole to lay it before the commons ; 
and further granted him a charter for 
erecting a college in Bermuda, to con- 
sist of a president and nine fellows, 
who were obliged ‘to maintain and 
educate Indian scholars, at 10/. a year 
each: he obtained a grant from the 
commons of a sum, to be determined 
by the king ; and accerdingly 10,000 2. 
was promised by the minister, for the 
purchase of lands, and erecting the 
college. He married the daughter of 
John Forster, Esq. speaker of the Irish 
house of commons, the Ist of August, 
1728; and actually set sail in Sep- 
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tember following for Rhode-Island, 
which lay nearest to Bermuda, taking 
with him his wife, a single lady, and 
two gentlemen of fortune. as not 
this going a great way, and was not 
here a full prospect of success? Yet 
the scheme entirely failed, and Berke- 
ley was obliged to return, after re- 
siding near two years at Newport. 
The reason given is, that the minister 
never heartily-embraced the project, 
and the money was.returned into an- 
other channel. 

ln 1732, he published The Minute 
Philosopher, in two volumes 8vo. 
This masterly work is written ina se- 
ries of dialogues, on the model of ‘Pla- 
to, a philosopher he is said to have 
been very fond of ; and in it he pur- 
sues the freethinker through the vari- 
ous characters of atheist, libertine, en- 
thusiast, scorner, critic, metaphysici- 
an, fatalist, and sceptic. The same 
year he printed a sermon, preached 
before the society for propagating the 
gospel in foreign parts. In 1733, he 
was made Bishop of Cloyne, and 
might have been removed in 1745, by 
lord Chesterfield, te Clogher, but de- 
clined it. He resided -constantly at 
Cloyne, where he faithfully discharg- 
ed all the offices of.a good Bishop, -yet 
continued his studies with unabated 
attention. 

About this time he engaged in a 
controversy with the mathematicians, 
which made a good deal of noise in 
the literary world; and the occasion 
of it is said to have been this: Mr, 
Addison had given the Bishop an ac- 
count of their common friend Dr. 
Garth’s behaviour in his last illness, 
which was equally unpleasing to both 
these advocates of revealed religion. 
For, when Addison went to see the 
doctor, and began to discourse with 
him seriously about another world, 
“ Surely, Addison,” replied he, “I 
have good reason not to believe those 
trifles, since my friend Dr. Halley, 
who has dealt so much.in demonstra- 
tion, has assured me, that the doc- 
trines of Christianity are incompre- 
hensible, and the religion itself an im- 
posture.” The Bishop, therefore, ad- 
dressed to him, as to an infidel ma- 
thematician, a discourse called the 
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Analyst; with a view of showing, that 
mysteries in faith were unjustly ob- 
jected to by mathematicians, who ad- 
mitted much greater mysteries, and 
even falselwods in science, of which 
he endeaveured to prove, that the doc- 
trine of fluxions furnished a clear ex- 
ample. ‘This attack gave occasion to 
Maclaurin’s treatise, and other small- 
er works, upon the subject of fluxions; 
but the direct answers to the Analyst 
were set forth by a person under the 
name of Philalethes Cantabrigiensis, 
but generally supposed to be Dr. Ju- 
rin, who published a piece, entituled, 
Geometry nv friend to infidelity, 1734. 
To this the Bishop replied in A de- 
fence of freethinking in mathematics, 
1735; which drew a second answer 
the same year from Philalethes, styl- 
ed, The minute mathematician, or 
the freethinker no just thinker. And 
here the controversy ended. 

But the Bishop, ever active and 
attentive to the public good, was con- 
tinually sending forth something or 
other: in 1735, the Querist; in 1736, 
A discourse addressed to magistrates, 
occasioned by the enormous licence 
and irreligion of the times; and many 
other things afterwards of a smaller 
kind. In 1744, came forth his cele- 
brated and curious book, entituled, 
Siris ; a chain of philosophical reflec- 
tions and inquiries concerning the 
virtues of Tar Water: a work which, 
he tas been heard to declare, cost 
him more time and pains than any 
other he had ever been engaged in. 
It underwent a second impression, 
with additions and emendations, in 
1747; and was followed by “ Farther 
Thoughts on Tar Water,” in 1752. 
In July, the same year, he removed 
with his lady and family to Oxford, 
partly to superintend the education of 
a son, but chiefly to indulge the passion 
for learned ietiseinial, Weick had ever 
strongly possessed him, and was one of 
his motives to form the Bermuda pro- 
ject. He would have resigned his bi- 
shoprick for a canonry or headship at 
Oxford ; but it was not permitted him. 
At Oxford he lived highly respected, 
and collected and printed the same 
year all his smaller pieces in octavo; 
but he did not live long; for, on Sun- 
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day evening, Jan. 14, 1753, as he was 
in the midst of his family, listening 
to asermon which his lady was read- 
ing to him, he was seized with what 
was called a palsey in the heart, and 
instantly expired. ‘The accident was 
so sudden, that his body was cold, and 
his joints stiff, before it was discover- 
ed; as he lay upon a couch, and 
seemed to be asleep, till his daughter, 
on presenting him with a dish of tea, 
first perceived his insensibility. His re- 
mains were interred at Christ church, 
Oxford, and there is an elegant mar- 
ble monument over him, with an in- 
scription by Dr. Markham, then dean. 
As to his person, he was handsome, 
with a countenance full of meaning 
and kindness, remarkable for great 
strength of limbs; and, till his seden- 
tary life impaired it, of a very robust 
constitution. He was, however, often 
troubled with the hypochondria, and 
latterly with a nervous colic, from 
which however he was greatly reliev- 
ed by the virtues of tar-water. At 
Cloyne he constantly rose between 
three and four o’clock in the morning, 
and summoned his family to a lesson 
on the base viol, from an Italian mas- 
ter he kept in the house for the instruc- 
tion of his children; though he him- 
self had no ear for music. He spent 
the rest of the morning, and often a 
great part of the day, in study; and 
Plato, from whom many of his no- 
tions were borrowed, was his favour- 
ite author. The excellence of his 
moral character is conspicuous in his 
writings: he was certainly a very 
amiable as well as very great man; 
and Pope is scarcely thought to have 
said too much, when he ascribes 
To Berkeley every virtue under heaven. 
—a 


General Introduction to the Famity 
Brie now publishing in this city by 
T. & J. Swords. 

(Continued from p. 275, and concluded.) 

The passages in brackets are addcd to this edition. 


In the conference held at Hamp- 
ton Court, in 1603, befure King James 
the First, between the Episcopalians 
and Puritans, Dr. Reynolds, the speak- 
er of the Puritans, requested his Ma- 
jesty that a new translation of the 
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Bible might be made, alleging that 
those which had been allowed in form- 
er reigns were incorrect. According- 
Jy, his Majesty formed the resolution 
of causing a new and more faithful 
translation to be made, and commis- 
sioned for that purpose fifty-four of 
the most learned men in the Univer- 
sities and other places. At the same 
time, he required the bishops to in- 
form ts: st of all learned men 
within their several diocesses, who 
had acquired especial skill in the He- 
brew and Greek tongues, and had ta- 
ken pains in their private studies of 
the Scriptures, for the clearing up of 
obscurities either in the Hebrew or 
the Greek, or for the correction of 
any mistakes in the former English 
translations, and to charge them to 
communicate their observations to the 
persons employed, that so the intend- 
ed translation might have the help 
and furtherance of all the principal 
learned men in the kingdom. 

Before the work was begun, seven 
of the persons nominated for it either 
were dead or declined to engage in 
the task. The remaining forty-seven 
were ranged under six divisions, and 
several parcels of the Bible were as- 
signed to them, according to the seve- 
ral places where they were to meet, 
confer, and consult together. Every 
one of the company was to translate 
the whole parcel; then they were 
each to compare their translations to- 
gether, and when any company had 
finished their part, they were to com- 
municate it to the other companies, 
that so nothing might pass without 
general consent. If any company, 
upon the review of the book so sent, 
doubted or differed upon any | eva 
‘they were to note the place, and send 
back the reasons for their disagree- 
ment. If they happened to differ 
about the amendments, the difference 
was to be referred to a general com- 
mittee, consisting of the chief pene 
of each company, at the end of the 


work. When any passage was found 
remarkably obscure, letters were to 
be directed by authority to any learn- 
ed persons in the land for their judg- 
ment thereupon. 

The names of the persons, and 
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places where they met, together with 
the portions of Scripture assigned to 
each company, were as follows: 

Ist. Dr. Lancelot Andrewes, first 
Fellow, then Master of Pembroke 
Hall, in Cambridge, at this time Dean 
of Westminster, afterwards Bishop r 
of Ely, then of Winchester. 2d. Dr. 
John Overall, Fellow of Trinity Col- 
lege, Master of Catharine Hall, in 
Cambridge, at this time Dean of St. 
Paul’s, afterwards Bishop, first of 
Coventry and Litchfield, then of Nor- 
wich. 3d. Dr. Adrian Saravia, a 
native of Artois, who cast himself up- 
on the protection of the Church of 
England, and was preferred to Pre- 
bends of Canterbury and Westmins- 
ter.. 4th. Dr. Layfield, Fellow of 
Trinity College, Cambridge, Rector 
of St. Clement’s Danes; as he was 
skilled in architecture, his judgment 
was much relied upon for the fabric 
of the tabernacle and temple. 5th. 
Dr. Clark, Fellow of Christ College, 
in Cambridge, Preacher in Canter- 
bury. 6th. Dr. Leigh, Archdeacon 
of Middlesex, Rector of Allhallows, 
Barking. 7th. Dr. Burgley. 8th. 
Mr. King. 9th. Mr. Thomson 10th. 
Mr. Bedwell, sometime Fellow of 
St. John’s College, Cambridge, and 
Vicar of Tottenham. These ten met 
at Westminster, and to them were 
assigned the Pentatench, and the his- 
tory from Joshua to the first book of 
Chronicles exclusively. 

2d. To meet at Cambridge, were 
chosen eight ; namely, Ist. Mr. Live- 
ly, the King’s Hebrew Reader in 
Cambridge. 2d. Mr. John Richard- 
son, Fellow of Emanuel College, 
afterwards Doctor in Divinity, Master, 
first of Peterhouse, then of Trinity 
College. 3d. Mr. Chadderton, after- 
wards Doctor in Divinity, first Fellow 
of Christ College, then Master of 
Emanuel College. 4th. Mr. Dilling- 
ham, Fellow of Christ College. 5th. 
Mr Andrews, afterwards Doctor of 
Divinity, and Master of Jesus College. 
6th. Mr. Harrison, Vice-master of 
Trinity College. 7th. Mr. Spalding, 
Fellow of St. John’s, and Hebrew 
Reader in that College. 8th. Mr. 
Bing, Fellow of Peterhouse, and He- 
brew Reader therein. To these were 
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allotted the books from the first of 
the Chronicles, with the rest of the 
history ; and the Hagiographa, name- 
ly, Job, Psalms, Proverbs, Canticles, 
Ecclesiastes. 

3d. To meet at Oxford, were cho- 
sen seven; namely, ist. Dr. John 
Harding, President of Magdalen Col- 
lege. 2d. Dr. John Reynolds, Presi- 
dent of Corpus Christi College, who 
died soon after engaging in the work. 
3d. Dr. Thomas Holland, Rector of 
Exeter College, and the King’s Pro- 
fessor of Divinity. 4th. Dr. Richard 
Kilby, Rector of Lincoln College, 
and Hebrew Professor. 5th. Mr. 
Miles Smith, afterwards Doctor in 
Divinity, and Bishop of Gloucester. 
He wrote the Preface to the transla- 
tion, and was one of the revisers of the 
whule work, when finished. 6th. Dr. 
Richard Brett, Rector of Quainton, 
in Buckinghamshire. 7th Mr. Fair- 
clowe. ‘These had for their task the 
four greater Prophets, with the La- 
mentations, and the twelve lesser Pre- 
phets. 

4th. For the Prayer of Manasseh 
and the rest of the Apocrypha, seven 
were appointed at Cambridge. Ist. 
Dr. Duport, Prebendary of Ely, and 
Master of Jesus College. 2d. Dr. 
Brainthwaite, first Fellow of Emanu- 
el, then Master of Gonvil and Caius 
College. .3d. Dr. Radcliffe, Fellow 
of Trinity College. 4th. Mr. Ward, 
of Emanuel, afterwards Doctor in 
Divinity, Master of Sidney College, 
and Margaret Professor. Sth. Mr. 
Downs, Fellow of St. John’s College, 
and Greek Professor 6th. Mr. Boyse, 
Fellow of St. John’s College, Pre- 
bendary of Ely, and Rector of Box- 
worth, in Cambridgeshire. 7th. Mr. 
Ward, Fellow of King’s College, 
afterwards Doctor in Divinity, Pre- 
bendary of Chichester, and Rector of 
Bishop Waltham in Hampshire. 

5th. For the New Testament, the 
four Gospels, the Acts, and Revela- 
tions, were assigned to eight at Ox- 
ford; namely, Ist. Dr. Thomas Ravis, 
Dean of Christ Church, afterwards 
Bishop of London. 2d. Dr. George 
Abbot, Master of University College, 
afterwards Archbishop of Canterbury. 
3d. Dr. Eedes. 4th. Mr. Tomson, 
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afterwards Bishop of Gloucester. 5th. | 
Mr. Savil. 6th. Dr. Perin, Canon | 


of Christ Church. 7th. Dr. Ravens. 
Sth. Mr. Harmer. 


6th. The Epistles of St. Paul, and | 


the other Canonical Epistles, were 
assigned to seven at Westminster ; 
namely, Ist. Dr. William Barlow, of 
Trinity Hall, in Cambridge, Dean of 
Chester, afterwards Bishop of Lincoln. 
2d. Dr. Hutchenson. 3d. Dr. Spens- 
er. 4th. Mr. Fenton. 5th. Mr. 


Rabbet. 6th. Mr. Sanderson. 7th. | 


Mr. Dakins. 

The work was begun in the spring 
of 1607, and prosecuted with all due 
care and deliberation. It was about 
three years before it was finished. 
Two persons selected from the Cam- 
bridge translators, two from those at 
Oxford, and two from those at West- 
minster, then met at Stationers’ Hall, 
and read over and corrected the whole. 
After long expectation and great de- 
sire of the nation, this translation came 
ferth, in the year 1611, the divines 
employed having taken the greatest 
pains in conducting the work, not 
only examining translations with the 
original, which was absolutely neces- 
sary, but also comparing together all 
the existing translations in the Italian, 
Spanish, French, and other langua- 


es. 

. This is the translation of the Holy 
Scriptures now in common use amongst 
us; and since that time there has 
been no authorized version of any 
part of the sacred volume. The ex- 
cellency of it is such as might be ex- 
pected from the judicious care with 
which it was conducted, and the joint 
labours of the many distinguished men 
employed upon it. It is, says Dr. 
Gray, a most wonderful: and incom- 
parable work, equally rernarkable for 
the general fidelity of its construction, 
and the magnificent simplicity of its 
language. 

Happy has our English nation been, 
since God has given us learned trans- 
lators, toexpress in our mother tongue 
the heavenly mysteries of his holy 
Word, delivered to his Church in the 
Hebrew and Greek languages; who, 
although they may have been deceiv- 
ed and mistaken, as men, in some mat- 
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ters of no importance to salvation, yet 
have faithfully delivered the whole 
substance of the heavenly doctrine, 
contained in the Holy Scriptures, 
without any heretica} translations, or 
wilful corruptions. With what reve- 
rence, joy, and gladness, then, ought 
we to receive this blessing! Let us 
read the Scriptures with a modest, 
humble, and teachable disposition, 
with a willingness to embrace all 
truths which are plainly delivered 
there, how contrary soever to our own 
opinions and prejudices, and in mat- 
ters of difficulty readily hearken to 
the judgment of our teachers, and 
those that are set over us in the Lord; 
and check every presumptuous thought 
er reasouing which exalts itself against 
any of those mysterious truths there- 
in revealed. Lf we thus search-after 
the truth in the love of it, we shall not 
miss of finding that knowledge, which 
will “ make us wise unto salvation, 
through faith which is in Christ Jesus.” 
Bp. Tomline, Stackhouse, Johnson’s 
History of English Translations of 
the Bible. 

The division of the Holy Scriptures 
into chapters and verses, as we now 
have them, is not of very ancient date. 
About the year of our Lord 1240; 
Hugo de Sancto Caro, commonly cal- 
led Cardinal Hugo, making an index 
or concordance to the Latin Bible, 


found it necessary to divide it into. 


the parts which we call chapters; and 
further divided each chapter into sec- 
tions, by placing the letters of the al- 
phabet at certain distances in the mar- 
gin. The subdivision into verses came 
afterwards from the Jews; for, about 
the year 1430, Rabbi Nathan, an emi- 
nent Jew, publishing a concordance 
to the Hebrew Bible, adopted the divi- 
sion into chapters made by Cardinal 
Hugo, and divided the chapters by af- 
fixing numeral letters in the margin. 
About one hundred years after this, 
Vatablus, a Frenchman, and eminent 
Hebrew scholar, taking his pattern 
from him, published a Latin Bible 
with chapters and verses, numbered 
with figures; and this example has 
been followed in all subsequent edi- 
tions, in all languages, published in 
the western parts of Christendom, 
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The present division of the New Tes- 
tament into verses was made by Ro- 
bert Stephens, an eminent printer at 
Paris, who introduced it into his edi- 
tion of 1551. Dean Prideaux. 


[The Excellence of the Bible, with 
Directions for Reading it.} 

The Bibie comprehends, in the 
grandest and most magnificent order, 
the various dispensations of God to 
mankind from the forming'of this earth 
to the consummation of alb things. 
It begins with the ground work of na- 
tural religion, the creation of the uni- 
verse by one holy and good and wise 
Being; relating distinctly how all 
those parts of it, to which the heathens 
paid divine worship, were in truth the 
work of God’s hands. It proceeds 
to the origin of the Patriarchal, Jew- 
ish, and Christian religion, the intro- 
duction of sin by the fall of our first 
parents, of which we experience the 
wretched effects. It goes on to that 
amazing punishment of sin, the uni- 
versal deluge, proved to be as certain 
as it was wonderful, by the remaining 
traces of it throughout the globe. It 
then recites the second peopling of 
the world, the relapse of mankind into 
wickedness, the choice of one family 
and people to preserve the knowledge 
of God, and to be as a light shining in 
a dark place, for the benefit of all 
about them that would turn their eyes 
and feet to the way of peace. It lays 
before us the laws given to this people; 
it recounts their history chiefly with 
regard to their moral and religious 
behaviour, and dwells on the charac- 
ter and actions of their most remark- 
able persons. It supplies us with ad- 
mirable patterns of genuine piety in 
the Psalms, most virtuous instructions 
for the prudent conduct of life in the 
boek of Proverbs, for bearing afflic- 
tions in that of Job, for thinking justly 
of wealth, honour, pleasure, science, 
in- Ecclesiastes. Then, in the Pro- 
phetical books, it gives us, together 
with the sublimest and worthiest ideas 
of God, and our duties towards him, 
the most affecting denunciations of 
that private and public misery and ru- 
in which will ever attend sin, whether 
cloaked by superstition or displayed 
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in profaneness. And, along with all 
these things, it unfolds a series of pre- 
dictions, reaching from the beginning 
of the Old Testament to the end ; and 
growing, from obscure and general, 
continually clearer and more determi- 
nate, concerning the vr of a 
Divine Person on earth, for the reco- 
very of fallen man, and for the revi- 
val and propagation of true religion 
throughout the world. The books of 
the New Testament open to us the 
execution of this great design. The 
Gospels record his supernatural birth, 
his unspotted and exemplary life, his 
astonishing and gracious miracles, his 
pure and benevolent doctrine, his dy- 
ing for our offences, and rising again 
for our justification; his mission of fit 

rsons endued with the gifts of the 
Holy Spirit to teach all nations, his 
own ascension into heaven, and sitting 
at the right hand of God, till he shall 
come to judge the quick and the dead. 
The Acts of the Apostles represent 
the wonderful success of their preach- 
ing, and the original foundation of the 
Catholic Church. The Epistles con- 
tain their admirable directions to cler- 
gy and laity; and the Revelation 
concludes with foretelling the state of 
Christianity, primitive, degenerate, 
and reformed, to the lastages. A gran- 
der, a more comprehensive, and more 
useful scheme of instruction than this, 
cannot p«ssibly be conceived. 

In reading the Holy Scriptures, our 
business is to apply to those parts 
first, and to dwell on them most, which 
have the closest connexion with our 
future happiness. As right practice 
is the end of faith, the practical pas- 
sages of Scripture ought certainly to 
have our principal regard, ever com- 
prehending those which express the 
obligations of Christian piety and mo- 
ral self-government, as well as justice 
and mercy. Weshall indeed do well, 
besides occasiona!ly reading particu- 
lar chapters, to peruse both Testa- 
ments in their order: only it will be 
advisable to go oftenest through the 
New, as exhibiting more fully what 
we are to believe and to do, and with- 
out such a mixture, as there is in the 
Old, of things belonging solely to the 
former dispensation, But the regu- 
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larity of this course ought not to hin- 
der us from selecting chiefly, and pe- 
rusing most frequently, those parts of 
both, which place before us, in the 
most influencing manner, the common 


doctrines and common duties of our — 


holy profession. Stil!,eveu in respect 
to these parts of Scripture, and much 
more, therefore, of other parts, it is 
requisite that we proceed with some 
judgment and care ; that we make use 
of the same rules for understanding. 
our Bibles, which we do for under- 
standing other books, and such also as 
the peculiar nature of this book points 
out; that we never interpret any text 
in a sense contrary to the dictates of 
reason, or to other texts more clear 
or more numerous, or to the visible 
design and drift of the whole passage ; 
that we always keep in view what 
goes before and what follows after; 
for the connexion is often very strong, 
where it is not extremely obvious; 
that we suppose not every verse to be 
a separate sentence of itself, nor every 
chapter to have a separate subject that 
begins and ends with it, for these divi- 
sions are entirely human, and some- 
times not discreetly made; also that 
we apply the sayings of the holy pen- 
men, only to the things of which they 
are treating, not to others which per- 
haps were far from their thoughts, un- 
less a just argument can be drawn 
from the former to the latter. We 
should also be careful to take both 
single words, and phrases comprehend- 
ing severa!, not always in the meaning 
which they bear in our daily conver- 
sation, but in such, as other places of 
Scripture require or permit; under- 
standing them literally where we 
can, but figuratively where we must. 
Again, we should make such abate. 
ments from strong expressions, such 
restrictions and exceptions to general 
expressions, and such a!lowances for 
the whole manner of speaking, as we 
perceive the nature of the thing, to- 
gether with the usage and custom of 
the sacred writers, demands. With- 
out such equity as this, a large propor- 
tion of the compositions which appear 
in the world would be made to abound 
with absurdities; and, if the Bible 
needs it more than later books of 
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nearer countries, it also deserves it in- 
finitely better, and it would be both 
perverse and impious to refase it. 
These easy cautions will enable per- 
sons of almost the lowest capacity and 
improvements, who either can read 
Scripture, or have the means of hear- 
ing it read, to acquire so competent 
a knowledge of what is most needful 
to be known, as will fully justify the 
Psalmist’s encomium, that “ the testi- 
mony of the Lord is sure, making wise 
the simple.” 

Even the learned do not act with 
humility and prudence, and much less 
do the unlearned, ifin reading the Ho- 
ly Scriptures they rely wholly on their 
own judgment unassisted. For God 
hath made the help of others extreme- 
ly necessary to our understanding of 
his word, as well as his works. Men 
of great abilities and attainments, by 
trusting to themselves, have involved 
themselves in error: and men of no 
other advantages than a teachable dis- 
position, have arrived at a most bene- 
ficial acquaintance with religious 
truths. For God “ hides things from 
the wise and prudent” in their own o- 
pinion, which he “ reveals unto babes:” 
“ resisteth the proud, but giveth grace 
unto the humble.” Nor let it be im- 
agined, that such must therefore de- 
pend altogether in every thing on the 
authority of theirspiritual guides. For 
as in matters of science, or common 
business, what a man doth not see of 
himself, he may have shown to him by 
others, and then may see it astruly and 
fully as if it had been his own original 
discovery: so in matters of revelation, 
one who would otherwise have made 
small progress, or, it may be, commit- 
ted great mistakes, yet having the main 
articles of it methodically explained to 
him, in discourses on his Catechism, 
and occasionally inculcated insermons, 
or in answer to the questions which he 
asks in private, may, by comparing 
what he is thus taught, @ith what he 
reads in his Bible, come by degrees, 
not to believe implicitly, but to discern 
evidently, the genuine sense of its fun- 
damental doctrines and precepts. In 
which case, his faith rests no longer on 
the word of man, but on that of God, 
whether we can answer all the speci- 


Vou. III, 


. and errors. 
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ous objections against itor not: which 
few people can do in any thing that 
they believe of any kind. We should, 
therefore, conscientiously take ail fit 
opportunities of learning instruction 
from those who are set apart to give it, 
For the priest’s lips are appointed to 
keep knowledge, and the people to 
seek the law at his mouth; not witha 
blind submission to whatever he shalt 
affirm, but with so much regard at 
least, as in other professions the more 
ignorant pay to the more skilful. Nor 
are we confined to respect only the 
sentiments of the particular teachers 
whom we statedly attend, but we ought 
to have much greater deference for 
the general persuasion of Christ’s 
Church, particularly our own branch 
of it, and a proportionable one for that 
of every knowing and good person ; 
always entertaining some distrust of 
ourselves when we differ from these. 
The exercise of our best judgment, 
anda modest attention to that of others, 
are the joint means which our Maker 
hath instituted for the understanding 
of his will, natural andrevealed. They 
who use them uprightly, and they alone, 
inay hope for pardon of their ignorance 
And, were any one to 
continue so ignorant to the last, as to 
believe the truths contained in Holy 
Writ, only because those about him 
told him they were such; yet might 


he have the happiness of acquiring, 


even by the means of this most implicit 
faith, dispositions of piety and virtue 
unattainable otherwise, and sufEcient 
to qualify him for eternal happiness. 

It is to be acknowledged that many 
passages in the Bible are abstruse, and 
not easy to be understood. Yet we 
are not to omit reading the abstruser 
texts, which have any appearance of 
relating to us; but should follow the 
exampie of the blessed Virgin, who un- 
derstood not several of our Saviour’s 
sayings, yet kept them all in her heart, 
Were we only to learn humility thus, 
it would be enough ; but we shall come 
by degrees to apprebend far more than 
we expected, if we diligently compare 
spiritual things with spiritual, darker 
expressions with clearer, that are like 
or opposite to them ; for contraries il- 
lustrate ove another. But, with what- 
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ever success we may increase our 

knowledge of Scripture, that alone is 

insufficient. We must not think we 

have done with a passage as soon as 

we have understood it. If we had un- 

derstood it instantly, our principal 

work was to come yet; and they are 
strangely wrong, who apply so closely 
to study difficult places, that they for- 
set to make due reflections on the plain. 
The Word of God was written to give 
us not merely a speculative apprehen- 
sion, but an experimental sense’ and 
feeling of holy things, comfortable or 
terrifying, as our spiritual state re- 

quires. Too many, alas, have no con- 
ception of this efficacy in Scripture: 
and no wonder, for they have never 
seriously endeavoured to have any. 

But let them try in earnest, and they 
will infallibly succeed, if they use pro- 
per means. We read of some, what 
will be true of all in the same condi- 
tion, that the Word did not profit them, 
not being mixed with faith. God in- 
deed can operate according to his own 
pleasure: but, humanly speaking, per- 
sons will not be influenced by what 
they disbelieve; and not much by 
what they believe but faintly. Nay, 
should they labour to make the strong- 
est impressions on their own souls, 
without applying to him, whose gift- 
saving faith is, their efforts would be 
vain. But let any one jointly strive 
and pray for a deep conviction, that the 
Bible is the appointed instrument of 
his religious proficiency: then let him 
read it, not as performing a task, he 
knows not why, from which he had 
rather be excused ; not to outshine o- 
thers in readiness of quotation, or plau- 
sibility of interpreting, or oppositions 
of science falsely so called; not to 
furnish himself with weapons for de- 
bate and controversy, much less for 
uncharitableness and abuse; but to 
amend his inward state towards God: 
that, as the excellent Collect in our 
Liturgy directs, by patience in well 
doing, and comfort in virtuous saffer- 
ing, which we learn of his holy Word, 
We may embrace and ever hold fast 
the blessed hope of everlasting life. 
Let him accordingly stop on fit occa- 
sions and think: What consolation 
doth this passage administer to me? 


’ 
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What acknowledgments to heaven doth 
this declaration require from me? 
What fear for myself doth this threat- 
ening call for? What duty doth this 
precept or pattern point out tome? Of 


what sin doth it convince me? Against 


what dangers doth it warn me? Is my 


character and behaviour suitable to. 


this command or exhortation, this de- 
scription or good example? or do I 
see myself here, under another’s name, 
reproved, condemned, stigmatized ? 
Have I acquired that sense of my ewn 
sinfulness and weakness, of God’s ho- 
liness and justice, of my need of the 
merits of Christ, and the grace of the 
Divine Spirit, which the whole tenor 
of Scripture inculcates, or am I still 
inclined to stand or fall by my own 
righteousness ? Faithful pains, taken 
for some time in such home questions, 
without forcing unnatural uses out of 
any text, but only dwelling on those 
that fairly present themselves, will 
make us experience a Divine virtue in 
the sacred writings, piercing first and 
healing afterwards; which, provided 
we are not satisfied with being piously 
moved at the time, and then relapsing 
into what we were before, but continue 
the inquiry steadily, and carry on eve- 
ry feeling into practice, will assuredly 
transform us into what we ought to be. 
Possibly, indeed, we may not all at 
once or very soon receive a sensible 
benefit. But surely we have no title 
to be impatient under the hands of our 
heavenly Physician; perfect recovery 
will be at length the certain conse- 
quence of his treatment of us ; and eve- 
ry single ingredient in the great reme- 
dy, his holy Word, and every direc- 
tion for the use of it, will contribute 
its share to our cure. Let us, there- 
fore, conscientiously observe all his 
commands, each in its due place, and 
let us intreat his blessing on our hum- 
ble endeavours, that, receiving the seed 
of the Word into a good and honest 
heart, we may “ bring forth fruit with 
patience.” Abp. Secker. 


—_— 
From the Christian Observer for April,1819. 
Sratistics oF Evnore. 


Tue present population of Europe 
amounts to 177,221,600 persons, scat- 
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tered over 154,450 geographical 
square miles. This population, consi- 
, dered in an orthographic point of view, 
‘gomprehends 53,195,000 Tuetonians, 
or Germans, 60,586,400 descendants 
of the Romans, 45,120,000 Sclavoni- 
ans, 8,718,000 Caledonians, 3,499,500 
Tartars and Bulgarians, 3,070,000 
Margarians, 2,022,000 Greeks, 1,760, 
000 Cimmerians, 622,000 Basques, 
813,000 Guistes, 204,000 Arnauts, 
131,600 Armenians, 88,000 Maltese, 
&c. There are 1,179,500 Jews, 3,607, 
500 Mahometans, and 172,132,500 
Christians, of whom there are 98,229, 
000 Catholics, and 41,808,800 Pro- 
testants. Europe is now divided poli- 
tically into 78 sovereign states, nomi- 
nally independent. Their aggregate 
forces in peace, are 1,600,000, and on 
the war establishment, 3,600,000.— 
Their maritime forces consist of 400 
ships of the line, 88 ships of 50 guns, 
348 frigates, and 1563 vessels of an 
inferior class. 


p——— 





FOR THE CHRISTIAN JOURNAL. 
Abstract of the Proceedings of the 
Annual Convention of the Diocess 
of Maryland, held in St. Pauil’s 


Church, Baltimore, on the 9th, 10th, 


and 11th Days of June, 1819. 


Tue Convention was composed of 
the Right Rev. Bishop Kemp, thirty- 


two Presbyters, seven Deacons, and’ 


Lay Delegates from 42 parishes. 

The Convention was opened by 
morning service performed by the 
Rev. Jehu C. Clay, of St. John’s pa- 
rish, Washington county, an appropri- 
ate discourse by the Rev. Ralph Wil- 
liston, of Trinity, Prince George’s, 
and the administration of the holy 
communion by the Bishop. 

The Rev. Henry L. Davis, D. D. 
was chosen Secretary, and the Rev. 
Wn. E, Wyatt, assistant Secretary. 

Agreeably to the 45th canon of the 
General Convention, the Bishop de- 
livered the following Address. 


My Rev. Brethren of the Clergy, 
and Gentlemen of the Laity, 
I am happy to meet you again, on 
this occasion; and before you enter 
upon your deliberations, I must beg 
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leave to state to you what I have done, 
and what has passed under my view, 
during the last year. | 

Un the 24th of May, 1818, imme- 
diately after the convention, 1 admit- 
ted the Rev. Mr. Wheaton and the 
Rev. Mr. Keith, to the holy order of 
Priests, and Mr. Lowe and Mr. Gil- 
liss, to the holy order of Deacons. I 
also licensed Mr. William Armstrong, 
student of divinity, lately from the 
diocess of Pennsylvania, as a reader. 

I received on the 3d of June, from 
the standing committee, testimonials 
in favour of Mr. Ethan Allen and Mr. 
Charles C. Austin, as candidates for 
holy orders, and admitted them ac- 
cordingly. 

June 24 I visited Trinity Church, in 
Upper Marlborough, Prince George’s 
county, and confirmed twenty-seven 
persons. On the day following, I 
held a confirmation in the Chapel of 
St. Paul’s, where seventeen persons 
were admitted to that holy ordinance ; 
and in the parish church, next day, 
forty-five more were confirmed. 

1 then proceeded to Akakik, a cha- 
pel of St. John’s parish, in Prince 
George’s county, where 1 confirmed 
thirty-five persons. 

On the 28th of June I consecrated 
to the service of Almighty God, a 
very neatnewstone churchin Port-To- 
bacco, by the name of Christ Church, 
and at the same time, confirmed sixty- 
four persons. 

I next visited William and Mary 
parish, in Charles county, and con- 
firmed twenty-four members. 

In St. Paul’s Church, in the city of 
Baltimore, on the 20th day of Sep- 
tember, 1818, I ordained the Rev. 
Mr. Samuel C. Stratton a Priest. 

On the Sth of October, in the city 
of Philadelphia, I assisted at the con- 
secration of the Right Rev. Dr. Bowen, 
Bishop of South-Carolina. 

On the llth of October I visited 
St. Thomas’ parish, in Baltimore coun- 
ty. That parish had then been some 
considerable time without a minister, 
and of course no preparation was made 
for confirmation. Still five persons 
came forward to that holy ordinance. 

On the 15th of October I visited 
All-Hallows parish, in Anne-Arundel 
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county, and held a confirmation; but 
inasmuch as this holy ordinance had 
been performed a little time before, 
there were only five confirmed. 

On the day following I preached at 
St. James’s, and proceeded on into 
Calvert county. Both the parishes in 
that county were then vacant, but I 
am happy to say that they are now 
supplied with ministers. Sixteen per- 
sons were confirmed in both parishes. 
The Rev. Mr. Joseph Lanston, who 
had officiated as a minister among the 
Methodists, was admitted fo the holy 
order of Deacons, on the 21st of Oc- 
tober, agreeably to the provisions of 
the seventeenth canon cf the General 
Convention. 

On the 29th of October I visited 
Havre-de-Grace parish, and held a 
confirmation. But inasmuch as there 
had been a confirmation a little time 
before, only nine were confirmed. On 
the next day I preached in Spesutize 
Church, St. George’s parish, in Har- 
ford county, and confirmed also nine. 

I consecrated to the service of Al- 
mighty God, on the 13th of Novem- 
ber, a very neat new stone church, by 
the name of St. John’s Church, in St. 
Thomas’s parish, Baltimore county. 
On the 20th of November I visited St. 
Michael’s parish, in Talbot county ; but 
as that parish had been long vacant, 
and the Rev. Mr. Hubbard had but 
just arrived to take charge of it, I 
found it considerably derang. , and no 
persens prepared for confirmation. On 
the 21st 1 preached at Easton, and on 
the day fellowing at the parish church 
of St. Peter, where I confirmed twelve 
persons. 

On the 23d [ visited Great Chop- 
tank parish, in Dorcliester county, but 
there were none prepared for confir- 
mation, as there had been a confirma- 
tion in that church not long ago. The 
next day I preached in the parish 
church of Dorchester parish, and con- 
firmed six persons. 

In my own parish church I confirm- 
ed thirty persons on the 20th of De- 
cember. 

On the 30th of December I conse- 
crated a new church in George- Town, 
in the District of Columbia, by the 
‘name of Christ Church. 
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On the 24th of January. 1819, I or- 
dained Mr. John Keetch a deacon, and 
in consequence of a testimonial from 
the standing committee, I placed Mr, 
Spencer Wall on the list of candidates 
for orders. 

I assisted at the consecration of the 
Right Rev. Mr. Chase, Bishop ot Ohia, 
in the city of Philadelphia, on the 11th 
day of February. 

Maxch 7th, 1819, I ordained Mr. 
Ethan Allen a deacon. 

On the 4th of April T held a confir- 
mation in Trinity Church, in the city 
of Baltimore, when sixty-three persons 
were confirmed. 

On the 4th of May I visited Zion 
church, in Frederick county, and con- 
firmed 11 persons. And on the follow. 
ing day I aiso confirmed 35, at St. Pe- 
ter’s, in Montgomery county. 

On the 7th of May I preached at 
Prince George’s Church, in Montgo- 
mery county, but as the parish is va- 
cant, and no preparation had been 
made, there were none confirmed. 
Still on the following day four persons 
were confirmed at Rockville. 

I consecrated a new church, by the 
name of St. Bartholomew’s, in Mont: 
gomery county, on the Sth of May, 
and also contirmed thirty persons. 

Thus ended my Episcopal services 
for this year. 

From these minutes, it appears, that 
I have, curing the last year, visited 
twenty-four churches, in all of which 
I have preached, and sometimes ad- 
ministered the Lord’s Supper—I bave 
held twenty confirmations, at which 
411 have received that holy ordinance 
—Lhave consecrated four new church- 
es—I] have received three young gen- 
tlemen as candidates for orders—I 
have ordained five deacons, and three 
priests; and also assisted at the con- 
secration of two Bishops. 

Since the last Convention our Rev. 
and beloved brother, Mr. Duncan, has 
been called from his ministry here on 
earth, and we confidently trust, that 
when the Divine Head of the Christian 
Church shall return to judgment, he 
will be admitted into the Church of 
the first born in Heaven. 

The Rev. Mr. Enoch M. Lowe has 
removed from this dioeess to the die 
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cess of Virginia, towhom I gave a 
canonical letter of dismission. 

The Rev. Mr. Horrell, and the Rev. 
Mr. Bausman, from the diocess of 
Virginia, have settled in this diocess, 
the former in St. James’s parish, Anne 
Arundel, the latter in Christ Church, 
Calvert. 

The Rev. Mr. Jackson, who had 
travelled through the western country 
as a missionary, during last year, set- 
tled in St. Thomas’s parish, in Balti- 
more county. 

‘The Rev. Mr. Westerman, who 
was ordained by Bishop White, is now 
minister of St. Mark’s, in Frederick 
county; and the Rev. Mr. Bowden, 
who was ordained in the diocess of 
New-York, has lately settled in Tri- 
nity parish, Charles county. 

The Rev. Mr. Hubbard, from the 
diocess of Connecticut, has been cho- 
sen Rector of St. Michael’s, in Talbot 
county. 

The Rev. Mr. Johnson has moved 
from St. James’s, Baltimore, to All- 
Saints, Calvert county; and the Rev. 
Mr. Keetch, who was ordained in this 
diocess, has succeeded Mr. Johnson in 
St. James. 

The Rev. Mr. Gilliss, who was or- 
dained here, has settled in Queene 
Anne parish, Prince Geurge’s county. 

There are now in this diocess four 
candidates for orders. But there are 
few things in which I find more diffi- 
culty, than to direct the studies of 
young men preparing for the ministry. 
There is a great want of uniformity in 
their education, and although the 
Church prescribes books, and specifies 
the subjects of their different exami- 
nations, still I find they imbibe pecu- 
liarities, and prepossessions, not fa- 
vourable to the unity and harmony of 
the Church. Having witnessed evils 
of great magnitude growing out of 
this irregular mode of instruction, I 
have endeavoured to superintend the 
examinations as much as I could, and 
to direct the studies of the candidates. 
And when their residence has necessa- 
rily been too far distant, I have plac- 
ed them under the direction of clergy- 
men of known soundness in the faith, 
and of amiable and pious characters. 
This however evinces more and more, 
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the necessity of promoting the plan 
of our Theological Seminary. 

Although the society for the Ad- 
vancement of Christianity has been 
embarrassed in its proceedings, by the 
pressure of the times, still we hope to 
be able, atno very distant day, to bring 
it into activity, and to render it very 
useful. 

The Prayer Book and Homily So- 
ciety have advanced the objects of 
their association with zeal, and to the 
full extent of their means. 

The Female Tract Episcopal Socie- 
ty have published and distributed, dur- 
ing last year, a large number of valu- 
able tracts, calculated to illustrate the 
principles of our Church, and to pro- 
mote piety, good conduct, and happi- 
ness among the poor. The managers 
of this society, with a zeal highly praise- 
worthy. have sought out objects for 
their distinguished charity, and in the 
hands of these objects they have plac- 
ed little books to comfort them amidst 
the afilictions of this life, and point out 
to them the path to heaven. 

The Besley Schools also attached 
to the Episcopal Churches in this city, 
conduct their business with great zeal 
and regularity, and are greatly instru- 
mental in training up the children of 
the poor in the principles and practice 
of religion. 

I submit to the consideration of this 
convention, whether it would not be 
advisable to modify the fifth canon of 
the diocess of Maryland, so that, in 
some cases, a residence of three years 
in the United States, before the ordi- 
nation of foreigners, might not be dis- 
pensed with. I merely offer this as a 
suggestion, being by no means satisfied 
that it would be advantageous to the 
Church. 


My Rev. Brethren, 


I have now completed a visitation 
of all the parishes in the diocess. 
Some remote chapels, and indeed some 
parish churches, may have been omit- 
ted, but these I mean, with the Divine 
blessing, still to search out, and try to 
raise. J am however sufficiently ac- 
quainted with the whole state as to be 
able to say, that it presents a most va- 
luable harvest to labourers in Ghrist. 
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‘There is something in the character of 
the laity of Maryland highly favoura- 
ble to religious impressions ; and there 
is s» much genuine kindness, that a 
clergyman finds easy access to fami- 
lies, when he may insensibly, but se- 
curely fix the principles of religion, 
by conversation, by example, and by 
religious books and tracts. And this 
is a part of clerical duty, which I must 
enjoin you to be constant in perform- 
ing both,in season and out of season. 

There is, at the same time, such a 
state of manners, that although a cler- 
gyman may be as pious as a Christian 
can be, yet his piety must not assume 
rudeness or unseemly peculiarities. 
Although his zea! may be as ardent as 
that of Sf. Paul, that zeal must be ac- 
cording to godliness. We must expose 
prevailing errors, but we must do it 
with the authority of stewards of the 
mysteries of God. We must attack 
reigning vices; but we must do it as 
those who watch for the souls of their 
people. We must suppress dissipated 
and corrupting amusements; but all 
this must arise from a temper and man- 
ner, that indicate the most ardent de- 
sire for the temporal and eternal hap- 
piness of our flocks. Any symptoms of 
self-conceit, and spiritua] pride, or a 
wish for personal distinctions, will ever 
be disgusting among a people of such 
a character as we have to deal with. 
Associations of the clergy in their dif- 
ferent parishes and districts, will never 
fail to be productive of happy conse- 
quences, if they be carried on in the 
true spirit of christianity. They ex- 
cite zeal among the laity; they pro- 
duce new religious impressions, and 
warm religious aflections ; they bring 
the clergy together, and unite them 
more and more; they rejoice in one 
another’s success, and they sympathize 
with one another’s distresses. And 
thus they give to our glorious cause, 
all the advantages of unity and vigour 
of exertion. 

But on these occasions, should pride 
show his deformed aspect; should par- 
ty views, or party distinctions, creep 
in; should the laity discern that there 
is any object in view but the advance- 
ment of piety and the salvation of men, 
this will not only bring such associa- 
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tions into contempt, but, if I may judge 
from what has passed in this diocess for 
thirty years back, it will soon expose 
the authors and the promoters of such 
things to merited scorn and reproach, 
There are two things more, my Rev, 
Brethren, to which I must direct your 
attention in a particular manner. The 
first is catechetical instruction. The 
second, the suppression of those vices 
that are fostered in an unusual degree, 
at the little stores, spread in dreadful 
abundance, all over our country. 

We need never expect a succession 
of well principled and pious members, 
unless we begin with them at an early 
period of life. 1 would therefore sug- 
gest to you the propriety of fixing con- 
venient stations, in differeut parts of 
your parishes, for the purpose of cate- 
chising the children. And on these oc- 
casions you may so blend your instruc- 
tions with practical admonitions, and 
devout exercises, that they will become, 
with a divine blessing, greatly useful 
in the cause of religion. 

In some parts of this state, there are 
a multitude of little stores, where the 


labouring people meet, particularly on 


Saturdays, and engage in every kind 
of vice—Drinking, swearing, fighting, 
and gaming, prevail at these places to 
a degree disgraceful to a Christian 
country. To make any impression 
upon persons who frequent these pla- 
ces, will require great prudence ; but 
by calm and affectionate adm: nitions, 
by pointing out the ruin, temporal and 
eternal, to which such sins inevitably 
lead, if the sinner die without repent- 
ance; and by every other step that 
pruderce, and a regard to the souls of 
these people may suggest, much may 


-be done. And if all the labour, and 


all the exertions of clergymen, be ac- 
companied by an humble dependance 
upon God, and ardent. prayers for the 
assistance of the Holy Spirit, they need 
never fear, but the Divine Head of the 
Christian Church will acknowledge 
them as faithful Stewards, and reward 
them with a crown of glory. 


Gentlemen of the Laity, 


I have been highly gratified to find 
a disposition to support the clergy ina 
more comfortable style gaining ground 
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in this diocess. And I am‘ happy to 
have it in my power to say to you, that 
whenever [ am apprised that a comfort- 
able living is provided for a minister, I 
can generally send one in a few weeks. 

Much, however, stili remains to be 
done, in arranging the temporal con- 
cerns of the Charch. And you may 
rely upon it, Gentlemen, that the ex- 
ertiyns you bestow, and the wealth you 
apply, to repair churches, when they 
are in ruins, to build new ones when 
they are wanting, and to make suitable 
provision for the clergy, will yield you 
the most valuable returns for your 
riches, and secure to you the blessing 
of God. And it will be one of the 


. most comfortable reflections of your 


old age, to see the Church of Christ in 
prosperity, and your children, and chil- 
dren’s children, growing up under the 
influence of pure and undefiled religion. 

In the glorious cause in which we 
are all engaged, let all exert every 


‘ power that we possess, and apply every 


advantage that we enjoy; and to our 
exertions let us add our prayers, that 
true godliness may distinguish our 
members, and that we may be the hap- 
py instruments of extending the domi- 
nion of Christ, till we obtain the Hea- 
then for his inheritance, and the utter- 
most parts of the earth for his posses- 
sion. 


Resolved, That the institution of. 


the society for colonizing the free peo- 
ple of colour of the United States on 
the coast of Africa, meets with the cor- 
dial approbation of thisconvention; and 
it is earnestly recommended to the 
members of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church in this diocess, to give to the 
said society their countenance and sup- 
ort. 
‘ Resolved, That the thanks of the 
convention be presented to the Hon. 
Buashrod Washington, the President, 
and to the board of managers, for their 
zealous exertions in furtherance of the 
benevolent object of the society. 
Resolved, That the Secretary of the 
Convention be directed to transmit to 
the President and the Secretary of the 
Society, copies of these resolutions. 
The following clergymen were 
elected a Standing Committee for the 


ensuing year :—Rev. Walter D. Ad- 
dison, Rev. Wiiliam M. Stone, Rev. 
William E, Wyatt, Rev. William 
Hawley, Rev. William Wickes, Rev. 
Samuel C. Stratton, and Rev. Henry 
L. Davis, D. D. 

The following gentlemen were 
elected depnties to the General Con- 
vention :—Rev. John P. K. Henshaw, 
Rev. William E. Wyatt, Rev. Wil- 
liam Wickes, Rev. Samuel C. Strat- 
ton, John C, Herbert, Francis S. Key, 
William Done, Tench Tilghman. 

A portion of the parishioners of St. 
John’s parish, Washington county, 
who had petitioned to the effect, were 
allowed to organize themselves into a 
separate congregation at Sharpsburgh, 
with the privilege of sending a dele- 
gate to the convention of the diocess, 

From the Treasurer’s account, it 
appears that the deputies fund amounts 
to $464 74, and the Episcopate fund 
to $668 46. 

Agreeably to the 45th canon of the 
General Convention, sundry parochial 
reports were presented to the Bishop, 
read in convention, and entered on the 
minutes. They furnish the following 


aggregate. 
Baptisms 1173 
Marriages 206. 
Deaths 363 


Communicants 2240 

The committee on the state of the 
Church made a report, of the portion 
of which that was accepted by the con- 
vention, the following are extracts. 

“ The committee derive great satis- 
faction from learning the prosperous 
state of the religious societies connect- 
ed with the Church in this city. The 
advantages tu be expected from such 
institutions are numerous and import- 
ant. It is earnestly recommended to 
the members of the convention, and te 
all the friends of the Church, that they 
use their best endeavours to effect the 
establishment of similar societies. 

“ The committee think proper te 
recommend a provision that, woenever 
the situation of the parishes willadmit, 
a half-yearly collection be made for 
the poreves of purchasing Theological 
Books, which shall be held as the pro- 
perty of the vestry, and kept for the use 
of the incumbent for the time being. 
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Inthe course of a few years a parochial 
library, it is hoped, might be formed, 
the utility of which cannot be doubted ; 
as in almost every parish the want of 
access to standard works isa subject of 
genera! regret. Such a measure seems 
well adap ted to increase the usefulness 
and influence of the ministry. 

“ The committee cannot conclude 
without congratulating the convention 
upon the great accession of ministers, 
and the brightening prospects of the 
Church.” 

it was Resolved, That this conven- 
tion recommend to the clergy an in- 
creased attention to the spiritual con- 
cerns of the people of colour; and to 
the instruction not onlyof the free, but, 
with the express permission of their 
owners, of slaves also, in the know- 
ledge and principles of our holy reli- 
ston, 

Contributions were received from 
several parishes and separate congre- 
gations, as follows. 

For the Bishop’s expenses $ 423 
the Deputies fund 152 
Convention expenses 120 

Mr. Jonas Clapham was re-elected 
Treasurer. 

A list of the clergy of the diocess, 
acreeably to a standing order, is en- 
tered on the Journal, and contains the 
names of the Bishop, thirty-nine Pres- 
byters, and seven Deacons. 


p+. __ } 





FOR TUE CHRISTIAN JOURNAL. 


Abstract of the Proceedings of the se- 
cond Annual Convention of the Dio- 
cess of Ohio, held in the Academy 
at Worthington, on the 2d; 3d, on 
4ih Days of June, 1819. 


Tne Convention was composed of 
the Right Rev. Bishop Cuasz, one 
Presbyter, two Deacons,* and Lay 
Delegates from nine parishes. 

The Convention was opened by 
morning prayer by the Rev. Samuel 





* One of whom, the Rev. Intrepid Morse, 
Minister of St. James’s Church, Zanesville, 
and the congregations in its vicinity, was 
ordained Priest on the second day of the 
session of the Convention; on which occa- 
sion morning prayer was celebrated and 
a sermon preached by the Rey. Samuel 
Johnston. 
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Johnston, Minister of Christ Church, 
Cincinnati, and an appropriate ser- 
mon, and the administration of the 
holy communion by the Right Rev. 
the Bishop. 

The Rev. Samuel Johnston was 
elected Secretary of the Convention. 

Agreeably to the 45th canon of the 
General Convention, “ providing for 
an accurate view of the state of the 
Charch from time to time,” the Ritht 
Rev. Bishop Chase delivered the fol- 
lowing Address. 


My beloved Brethren, 


Through the great goodness and 
mercy of. God, your designs in my 
unanimous election to the Episcupate 
of Ohio, were carried into effect. On 
the Llth day of February last, in the 
city of Philadelphia, I received con- 
secration to that office, at the hands of 
the Right Rev. Bishop White, of Penn- 
sylvania; the Bishops of New-York, 
Maryland, and New-Jersey assisting. 
My sense of unworthiness, for this 
sacred trust, is equalled only by my 
sincerity in promising to fulfil the du- 
ties of it to the utmost of my feeble 
abilities; and both prompt me now 
and ever to seek the gracious aids of 
our Heavenly Father, of our God and 
Saviour, “ without whom nothing is 
strong, nothing is holy.” 

So little time has elapsed since my 
consecration, and so much even of that 
little time it has been necessary to 
spend at home, to make amends for 
ny long absence, and so little com- 
munication has been had with the 
south and north of the diocess, that 
the materials wherewithal to comply 
with the 45th canon of the General 
Convention, “ providing for an accu- 
rate view of the state of the Church,” 
must of necessity be few. 

On the 12th of February, 1819, the 
next day after the solemnities of my 
consecration, [ commenced my jour- 
ney from Philadelphia for this state. 
The weather was very inclement. In 
two days, however, I reached Lancas- 
ter, and performed divine service in 
the morning; and the same day (Sun- 


day, February 14th) did the like duty 
at Little York, Pennsylvania, and 
baptized several children, From this 
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place, across the mountains, at the 
most stormy season of the year, I 
reached Pittsburgh in one week. So 
bad, however, were the roads, that I 
was obliged, having injured one horse, 
to leave him and purchase another. 

At Pittsburgh I was received with 
much kindness; and officiated in the 
church at that place, on Sunday the 
2lst February; there also I baptized 
several children. } 

Proceeding on my journey, and in 
crossing the Ohio river, I cannot ex- 
press to you the feelings that agitated 
my frame, as I stepped on the ground 
which was to be the theatre of my fu- 
ture labours in the Lord. What grati- 
tude to him who ordereth all things 
for good, did I experience for his past 
mercies, in enabling me to overcome 
so many difficulties! What fear lest 
the grace bestowed on me be abused ! 
What devout supplication, that God 
would still support and make me suf- 
ficient for all my duties. 

The first time that I officiated with- 
in the limits of my diocess was at 
Zanesville, Sunday, the 28th Febru- 
ary, 1819. As I shall speak of this 
parish again in the course of this ad- 
dress, I pass on to other things. 

On the 3d day of March I arrived 
at Worthington, the place of my resi- 
dence. The Rev. Mr. Morse, in Dea- 
con’s orders, whom, in the character of 


a Missionary, I had left in the care of. 


my parishes, and to do other duties in 
my absence, I found to have conducted 
so well, that I cannot but bear this tes- 
timony in his favour. He had cele- 
brated divine service 52 times; in 
Worthington 24, in Columbus 9, in 
Delaware 4, in Berkshire 6, Chillico- 
the 2, Zanesville 3, Somerset 1, Lan- 
easter 1, Circleville 2 ; besides attend- 
ing 4 funerals; and all to the general 
approbation of those who attended on 
his ministrations. No one who con- 
siders the distance of these places, and 
the inclemency of the season in which 
he travelled to them, but must acknow- 
ledge his activity, and commend his 
zeal. 

From the time of my arrival at 
home, till the 30th of April, 1 was 
employed in ministering to my own 


parishes. That of St. Jehn’s Chureh, | 


Vou. Til. 
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Worthington, isin a condition of much 
promise, having about 76 communi- 
cants. The congregation, as you see, 
perform the services assigned them in 
the responses, with uniformity and de- 
vout decency ; and are well informed 
in that course of evangelical doctrine 
and primitive discipline, which form 
the ground work of stable Christianity. 
To the pious and provident generosity 


of the first proprietors of the town of - 


Worthington, St. John’s Church is in- 
debted for a glebe of about 100 acres, 
(70 of the first rate bottom land, and 
30 wood land,) which, at nodistantday, 
will be of essential service in support 
of the ministry. This land they hold, 
together with an eligible site in the 
village, on which to erect a church, 
by virtue of ap act of incorporation, 
obtained of the Legislature at an early 
period, for that purpose. 

Before loosing our thoughts from 
the consideration of Worthington, we 
can, without much digression, contem- 
plate another object highly interest- 
ing to every true friend of religion 
and learning ; and that is, the estab- 
lishment of a College in this place, for 
the education of young men, in natu- 
ral, moral, and religious science. To 
men who look upon learning to be the 
best handmaid to true piety, the news 
of the attainment of this great blessing 
will occasion a sensation of grateful 
praise to a merciful Providence. A 
trusty person, commissioned to solicit 
donations in favour of this College, 
has lately proceeded to visit our pious 
and more wealthy brethren in the east- 
ern statse. That he may succeed in 
his errand, to a degree worthy of so 
important an object, I do hope will be 
our ardent prayer. , 

The parish of Trinity Church, Co- 
lumbus, having been formed but.late- 
ly, and receiving but a small portion 
of ministerial labours, is as yet but 
small. From the respectability and 
zeal of its members and friends, join- 
ed to the consideration that they have 


_received from the liberality of a wor- 


thy gentleman* the gratuitous convey- 
ance of a lot of land on which to erect 
a church, it may be fondly hoped that 





* Col. Johnston. 
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the day of prosperity is not far distant. 
Number of communicants living in 
Columbus is 8, died 2. Similar ob- 
servations may be applied to St. Pe- 
ter’s Church, Delaware, and Grace 
Church, Berkshire: They are young, 
and not very numerous, but give good 
promise of future suceess in zeal and 

iety. Number of communicants in 
Berkshire 10. In neither of the fore- 
mentioned parishes under my care, 
have I yet administered the rite of 
confirmation. If the Lord will this 
however, will soon be done. 

It now becomes meto speak of those 
eg and pe of the diocess which 

have visited in my episcopal charac- 
ter. And to do this, I know of no bet- 
ter method than to lay before the Con- 
vention an extract from the Journal 
which I kept during my journey. 

May Ist, 1819, I arrived at Zanes- 
ville. The next day being Sunday, I 
preached and performed divine ser- 
vice. The congregation, particularly 
in the afternoon, was numerous and 
attentive. I announced my intention 
of holding a confirmation on the 23d 
inst. on my return. 

The Tuesday following (May 4) I 
met, according to previous arrange- 
ment, the Rev. Dr. Doddridge, at 
Cambridge, 25 miles east of Zanes 
ville. After performing the service 
together, in the court-house, (congre- 
gation smal!l,) we proceeded up Will’s 
creek to Seneca village, about 20 
miles. At the desire of the family, I 
read prayers at the bedside of a sick 
woman, exhorting her to repent and 
trust in God. She appeared penitent, 
and thanked me. I gave her the bles- 
sing. 

May 5. We proceeded on our jour- 
ney to fylfil an appointment made for 
me by Dr. Doddridge, to hold service 
at Mr. Dement’s, about 10 or 11 miles 
from the village. 

The roads being bad, and the coun- 
try new, we were somewhat delayed 
—the congregation had been assem- 
bled some time, and anxiously waiting 
our arrival. At sight of us they were 
greatly rejoiced ; and being too numer- 
ous to be all accommodated with seats 
in the log cabins, they removed to a 
convenient place in the adjoining 
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wood. Here, with a small table taken | 
from the cabin, and covered with a 
coarse white cloth, on which to lay | 
the holy books, the trees and the sky | 
for our canopy, and an assembly of 
people from the neighbouring woods | 
for our audience, the Doctor and my. | 
self performed the solemn services of | 
the church, and baptized a number of | 
children. 

As soon as the services were over, 
the congregation crowded to the cabin, 
whither we had repaired. Here a 
most interesting scene took place. A 
number of young men and women, | 
being deeply affected at beholding the 
services, particularly that of the holy 
sacrament of baptism, applied for | 
spiritual instruction. It was given 
them, and several were baptized. Wit- 
nessing the good effects of our endea- | 
vours thus far, we were encouraged to | 
appoint another service the same even- | 
ing. The house was again crowded, | 
and anumber of adults and infants 
were baptized. Dr. D. delivered a 
lecture in a very impressive manner, | 
on the subject of the Christian Church | 
and Christian ordinances. During the | 
interval of our services this day, we 
learned that a number of families, on 
Little Beaver creek, belonging to this 
recently organized parish, were desir- 
ous of public ministrations. Accord- 
ingly the next day, (May 6) guided 
by a Mr. Bryan across the high hills, 
we went thither. 

The congregation were assembled | 
—Dr. D. read prayers, and the ser- 
mon was preached by myself. One | 
adult and several children were bap- | 
tized. The whole number baptized in | 
this parish of Seneca was 24. Most 
of the heads of the parish being pre- | 
sent here, at Mr. Wendell’s, on Lit 
tle Beaver, they proceeded to elect 
a delegate to the Convention, and to 
take measures for the building of a 
church ; which, though it will not be 
expensive, will be of great importance 
to the growing interests of our Zion | 
in this quarter. Dr. D. manifested 


his zeal and ability in the cause of the | 
church, by an appropriate address. 
Service having been appointed at 
Barnesville, about 10 or 12 miles fur- 
ther on our journey, we hastened (in 
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company with Mr. Leek, for our 
guide) to fulfil our appointment. But 
it beginning to rain, we were some- 
what delayed on the way, and did not 
arrive at Barnesville until the congre- 
gation had dispersed. At evening, how- 
ever, the people assembled ; the ser- 
vice of our church was performed, and 
a sermon preached, in the Methodist 
meeting-house. 

The next day, (May 7) at Morris- 
town, the people had assembled in 

reat numbers in a convenient school- 
Sonne. Here divine service was per- 
formed, and asermon preached. Three 
persons desiring the rite of confirma- 
tion and the sacrament of the Lord’s 
supper, both these ordinances were 
administered tothem. The audience, 
never having witnessed the like before, 
seemed deeply affected. The impres- 
sion was evidently in favour of better 
things to come On our way to St. 
Clairsville, the same day, the sacra- 
ment of baptism was administered to 
five or six children. 

May 8. Saturday, at 11 o’clock di- 
vine service was celebrated in the 
court-house, St. Clairsville, and an 
impressive discourse was delivered by 
Dr. Doddridge. In the evening the 
same duty was repeated, and the ser- 
mon was preached by myself. The 
congregations were considerably nu- 
merous and very attentive. 

Sunday, May 9. The day being un- 
commonly fine, the people began to as- 
semble at an early hour; andthe house, 
ete the service began, was much 
crowded. Inthe morning divine ser- 
vice was performed, and‘ the rite of 
confirmation was administered to 13 
persons, and the sacrament of the Lord’s 
supper to 11. At the evening service, 
the sacrament of baptism was admi- 
nistered.—This congregation is one 
among those in which the Rev. Dr. 
Doddridge regularly officiates; yet 
some peculiar circumstances had hi- 
therto prevented him from attempting 
the administration of the Lord’s sup- 
per among them. Happily those im- 
pediments are now set aside ; the peo- 
ple are becoming seriously impressed 
with a sense of their religious duty, 
and much goodisexpected. The word 


of God is quick and powerful, and in 
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nothing does it take more deep effect 
than in the sulemnities of the Eucharist. 

At St, Clairsville Dr. D. left me, to 
visit his family ; and on Monday, (May 
10) at his particular request, I passed 
over the Qhio river to Wheelite, on 
the Virginia side. I attempted the 
administration of no Episcopal office 
here, being without the Diocess of 
Ohio. I however performed morning 
prayer in public, and preached a ser- 
mon to the people ; after which they 
saw fit to organize a parish, by choosing 
their wardens and vestrymen. Also, 


while on the Virginia side, I performed’ 


the visitation office to a sick man, @ 
Mr. Wilson; and tbe next day (May 
12) preached and performed divine 
service at West Liberty. Staid the 
same evening at Mrs. Hammond’s, and 
was treated with great kindness. 

May 13. I aguin joined my worthy 
friend and brother Dr. D. at his house 
in Charleston, (alias Wellsburgh) and 
was welcomed by himself and excel- 
lent family, with urbanity and unfeign- 
edt good will. 

Twice the same day we held divine 
service. In the evening the corgre- 

ation was large, and very attentive. 

he peculiar excellencies of our litur- 
gy become more and more visible, in 
proportion as people, old and young, 
join init ; and where they do so join, 
increase both of numbers and piety 
never fails to be the happy effect — 
No church which neglects the liturgy, 
will eventually prosper. God honours 
those who will honour him; and with- 
draws his blessings from those who re- 
fuse to worship him. 

May 14. Attended by the Dr. and 
some of his family, I went to St. John’s 
parish, a small church, about 10 miles 
northeast of Charleston. Here the 
morning service was performed and a 
sermon pfeached ; after which I visit- 
ed a sick woman, and the same night 
passed over to Steubenville, on the 
Qhio side of the river. 

May 15. Morning and evening ser- 
vice were celebrated this day in Steu- 
‘benville, the former in the Methodist 
meeting-house, and the latter in the 
court-house. The congregations in 
both places were numerous and atten- 
tive. 
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Sunday, May 16. This day having 
been previously appointed for the ad- 
ministration of the Apostolic rite of 
confirmation, and the sacrament of the 
Lord’s supper in this place, the con- 
gregation, by the kind and pressing re- 
quest of the Methodist society, met in 
their meeting-house. The press was 
very great, so that it was with great 
difficulty that room was preserved to 
do the duties of the day. The discourse 
was delivered by Dr. Deddridge. I ad- 
ministered confirmation to 38—and 
the Lord’s supper to about 25. Great 
reverence and devout attention ap- 
peared in the behaviour of all present. 
In the afternoon of this day divine 
service, at the request of the minister 
and people of the Presbyterian deno- 
mination,was performed in their meet- 
ing-house. Six or seven children were 
baptized. At candle lighting I again 
performed service in the Methodist 
meeting-house, and gave notice that 
Episcopalians would meet the next 
morning at the house of Mr. Dickinson. 

Monday, May 17. I organized a pa- 
rish, by the name of St. Paul’s Church, 
in Steubenville, to the great satisfac- 
tion of the friends of our Zion. They 
appointed their delegate to the Con- 
vention, and took measures for procur- 
ing regular services; I also this day 
baptized 20 children. 

Tuesday. Being joined by Dr. Dod- 
dridge, who had been, on Sunday af- 
ternoon, called away to attend the sick, 
I proceeded across the woods to St. 
James’sChurch,asmall building erect- 
ed for public worship, about 10 or 12 
miles from Steubenville. For public 
services they depend on Dr. Dod- 
dridge, who attends a certain portion 
of his time. The number of commu- 
nicants I could not exactly know, as 
the holy sacrament of the Lord’s sup- 
per was, through mistake, not provid- 
ed for at this visitation. The proba- 
ble number is however about fifty. Af- 
ter morning prayer and a sermon, I 
administered confirmation to twenty- 
one persons. 

Here I took leave of my worthy 
friend and brother, and proceeded on 
my way towards Cadiz, where divine 
service had been appointed on the 
morrow. In company with a Mr. Fin- 


ley and a Mr. Henderson, I reached | 
that night the neighbourhood where | 


they lived, about nine miles from St. 
James’s, nearly west. I had beentold 
that old Mr. Finley was sick, that he 
desired the consolations of religion, 
and that the neighbourhood would be 
glad of my ministrations. 1 complied 
with the request, and the event proved 
that there was a particular providence 
inso doing. These people were prin- 
cipally from Ireland, and in their own 
country were what are called English 
Protestants, bred to a liberal and pious 
way of thinking, and to a more than 
ordinary courteousness of deportment. 
Emigrating from their own, and com- 
ing to this country in the early settle- 
ment of Ohio, they fixed themselves 
here in the woods, and underwent the 
many deprivations and hardships inci- 
dent to a new establishment; their 
children grew up and their families 
increased. 

Ardently attached to the church, 
they could not but think of her and her 
pleasant things; though they had but 
little prospect of seeing her prosperity. 
The Rev. Dr. Doddridge, the nearest, 
and for many years, the only Episco- 
pal clergyman in the country, lives 
some 20 miles from them, on the Vir- 
ginia side of the Ohio. Such were his 
avocations, that he had never been 
among them. Here they were isolated 
and alone, assheep having noshepherd. 
Finley the elder, “the old man of 
whom I spake, was yetalive ;” yet on- 
ly so alive as that they were obliged to 
raise him up to salute me as I ap- 
proached his bed. As I took his hand, 
trembling with age and weakness, he 
burst into tears, and sobbed aloud. 
The grateful effusions of his heart, at 
the sight of a minister of the blessed 
Jesus, were made intelligible by the 
most affecting ejaculations to God, his 
Maker, Saviour, and Sanctifier. “ I 
see my spiritual father,’ said he, 
“ my bishop, the shepherd of the flock 
of Christ, of which I have always con- 
sidered myself and my little lambs 
about me, the members, but too un- 
worthy, I feared, to be sought and 
found in this manner. O, Sir! do I 
live to see this happy day? Yes, ’tis 
even so: Blessed Lord! Holy Jesus ! 
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Thou who once camest, in great humi- 
lity, to seek and te save that which was 
lost, receive the tribute of my grateful 
heart. Now let thy servant depart in 

eace.” As the venerable man spake 
Porth the effusions of his mind, in words 
like these, he bowed his gray hairs, and 
begged the prayers and benedictions of 
the Church. They were afforded; 
and cold must that heart be which, un- 
der such circumstances, could refuse 
to be fervent. The visitation office 
was performed ; in which the family, 
joined by the neighbours, hastily as- 
sembled, participated. 

The good effects of this office, not 
only on the person to whom and for 
whom it was prepared, but on all who 
witnessed it, were apparent. And here 
I cannot but bear my decided testimo- 
ny in favour of a rubrical conformity 
to the injunctions of our venerable 
Church, in preference to any thing 
which the minister (especially if he be 
a young man) may substitute in its 
place. Ifthe minister sustain the cha- 
racter of his Divine Master, whom he 
represents, and whose work he is do- 
ing, he need be under no apprehension 
of incongruity, when, on entering the 
house of the sick man, he repeats what 
the Church has commanded him to say, 
“ Peace be to this house, and all that 
dwell in it.” There is such primitive 
simplicity, there is something so cha- 
racteristic of a servant and imitator of 
Jesus Christ, in solemnly pronouncing 
these words on approaching a sick man’s 
couch, that every heart feels their 
force, and every eye melts into tears. 
The soil is thus prepared to receive the 
words of exhortation which follow, and 
to offer up the prayers with unfeigned 
devotion. 

The branches of the family, and 
other persons in the vicinity, being, 
though at a late hour, sent for, I pro- 
ceeded te the work of instruction. The 
nature and obligation of the Christian 
covenant in baptism, and as renewed in 
confirmation, and the Lord’s supper, 
were dwelt upon; and the little assem- 
bly were dismissed with earnest ex- 
hortations, to seek in their prayers the 
aid and direction of God’s Holy Spirit, 
to guide them in the solemn duties to 
be performed in the morning. 
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I went home with one of the sons of 
Mr. Finley, and after a short time de- 
voted to sleép, at dawn of day I re- 
turned to the sick man’s bed. The fa- 
mily and friends came as quickly to- 
gether, and the sun had scarcely begun 
to enliven the woods, when I again 
addressed my interesting audience. 
With what heartfelt pleasure—with 
what grateful exultation did I now 
read in the countenances of this little 
flock the effects of gospel truth! Eve- 
ry face beamed with holy fear and 
love, that blessed compound, which 
speaks at once the modest, the believ- 
ing, and the obedient Christian: and 
when I examined and called for the 
persons to be confirmed, eleven out of 
this little circle presented themselves. 
The office was begun, and they re- 
ceived the laying on of hands ; after 
which the holy supper of our Lord 
was administered to the like number, 
(though not entirely to the same per- 
sons—some having been confirmed be- 
fore, and some, who were now con- 
firmed, being not yet duly instructed 
for the sacrament.) Ina cabin with 
scarcely a pane of glass to let in the 
light of day, and floor of roughly 
hewn planks, we kne!t down together, 
and there the holy offices were per- 
formed. The patriarchal old man, 
having caused himself to be raised in 
his bed, gazed with unspeakable ra 
ture on the scene before him. His 
tears only indicated what he felt. The 
symbols of his dear Redeemer were 
given and received. They were pledges 
of eternal joys, in that world whither 
he was so fast hastening. Giving 
him the Episcopal blessing, I took my 
leave and departed. My mind, how- 
ever, did not—does not soon leave 
them. I never shall forget the fami- 
ly and neighbourhood of the venera- 
ble Finley. 

May 19. Deeply impressed with the 
affecting scene last noticed, I arrived 
at Cadiz. Notice had been given, but 
with a mistake as to the day of ap- 
pointment. Many of the people of the 
village appeared desirous of having di- 
vine service, and offered to give notice 
of holding it in the evening ; I staid 
accordingly, and cfficiated in the Me- 
thodist meeting-house. The congre- 























310 Bishop Chase’s Address. 


gation was numerous and attentive ; 
but few having any aequaintance with 
our primitive service, the peculiar 
beauties of it could not appear. 

May 20. The day of Ascension I 
was obliged to spend in travelling from 
Cadiz to Cambridge, 42 miles. The 
roads being good, and the weather fine, 
E performed my journey with ease and 
pleasure: The next day, (May 21) 
according to appointment, the congre- 
gation met in the court-house for pub- 
lic worship; divine service was per- 
formed, a sermon preached, and I bap- 
tized one infant. The same evening 
I went onmy way towards Zanesville, 
and staid within about 13 miles of that 
place. 

May 22. In the morning I rode into 
town, and found the Rev. Mr. Morse 
returned from a short missionary tour, 
and engaged in the duties of his office 
as minister of that parish: Confirma- 
tion and the holy sacrament of the 
Lord’s supper to be administered on 
the morrow. And here I cannot but 
observe, how much may be done by 
the united zeal of minister and people, 
in preparing the way of the Lord, as 
he comes to us by his word and Holy 
Spirit, through the primitive ordinan- 
ces of his holy Church. There is no 
necessity of striking out new ways, if 
those which we have were properly 
and duly made ready and prepared. 

Sunday, 23. At the particular re- 
quest of the Presbyterian congrega- 
tion of Zanesville, service’ was ‘held 
in their meeting-house, and confirma- 
tion was administered to 25 persons. 
After which 22 received the holy com- 
miunion; and during the afternoon ser- 
vice 2 adults and 3 children received 
the sacrament of baptism. The dis- 
courses were delivered by myself, and 
the morning and evening prayers read 
by the Rev. Mr. M. There are good 
reasons to believe that the solémuities 
of the day were beneficial, not only 
to those who were immediately con- 
cerned in them, but to most of those 
who witnessed them. The church in 
Zanesville, as well as myself, have 
great reason to be grateful for the 
kindness showed by the Presbyterians, 
in the use of their house of worship, 
Fhe parish of St. James’s Church, 


Zanesville, have made arrangements 
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re 


withthe Rev. Mr. Morse, for his minis- | 
terial services, during half the present | 
year ; their zeal and liberality deserve | 


praise. The other half, I have re- 
commended him to spend in visiting 


congregations destitute of the regular | 


services of a clergyman. 
May 25. In my way home, on Tues- 


day evening I preached and perform: | 


ed divine service in the village of Gran- 
ville. The’ audience, though assem- 
bled at about 2 hours notice, was nu- 
merous and attentive. Further servi- 
ces were earnestly requested. 

Last Sunday was spent in minister- 
ing to the people of my own imme- 


diate cure. The number tobe confirm-' — 


ed next Sunday is not small. From 
the northern parts of the diocess, the 
parishes of which generally receive the 
ministrations of the Rev. Mr. Searle, 


I have heard nothing except in a let- | 


ter from the Hon. Solomon Griswold, 


earnestly desiring episcopal offices. | 
The members of our communion in | 


that quarter, for the most part emigrat- 


ing from those portions of the union’ | 


where pious zeal and correct know- 
ledge of the church are signally conspi- 
cuous, there is good grounds to believe 
will not be wanting. Ifthe Lord will, 


I propose to visit them this summer or. 


fall. From the ‘south I have learned 
good tidings of Christ Church, Cin- 
cimnati. Hardly two years have elaps- 
ed since this parish was first organiz- 
ed. They have now a worthy pastor 
in the Rev. Samuel Johnston, a con- 
vénient sees of public worship, pur- 
chased of the Baptists, and about 70 
families: who attend divine service. 
In Chillicothe the prospect, [ learn, is 
also good. Though they are supplied 
only with occasional ministrations 
from the clergy, yet by means of a lay 
reader, and the use of an organ, the 


services are well performed ; sermons’ 
are read from approved authors, ani’ 


od 


the congregation kept in an increasing | 


state. Should success attend their de- 


signs of building a church and obtain- | 


ing’ a worthy pastor, it will ‘afford 
matter of devout gratitude. 
Since the last convention, the friendg 


of our holy commanion, at Circleville | 
and its vicinity, have seen fit'to elect — 
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wardens and vestrymen, and a dele- 
gate to this convention. ‘The name of 
their parish is St. Philip’s Church. 
They hope when the Church in Chil- 
licothe is supplied with a clergyman, 
to have the benefit of his ministrations 
a part of the time. Since coming in- 
to this state, d have baptized about 400 
persons, of which number 55 were 
adults, and 36 persons out of this dio- 


cess, when on my journey to the north 
and east. . 
The Episcopate of this diocess hav- 
ing no stated means of support, and 
my own personal funds being consider- 
ably exhausted, I leave the considera- 
tion of this subject to the wisdom of 
the convention by committee or other- 
wise. That the great Head of the 
Church, by his holy Spirit may “direct 
us in all our ways, and further us with 
his continual help, so that in all our 
works, begun, continued, and ended in 
him, we may glorify his holy name,” 
is the prayer of your affectionate pas- 
tor. PHILANDER CHASE, 


The clergy were called on for their re- 
ports, required by the 45th canon of the 
General Convention, which were present- 
ed and read; and, as required by the said 
canon, inserted on the Journals. 

The Rev. Mr. Morse reports to the Con, 
vention, that he came into this diocess 
in October last, and, during the winter, in 
the absence of the Right Kev. Bishop, per- 
formed service principally in his parishes, 
viz. Worthington, Columbus, Berkshire, 
and Delaware. That at present he offici- 
ates in St. James’s Church, Zanesville, and 
occasionally visits congregations destitute 
of the regular services ofaclergyman. In 
performance of this duty, he has been se- 
veral times at Chillicothe and Circleville, 
where the prospects of the church are en- 
couraging: also at Lancaster and Somer- 
set, where are a few Episcopalians; and 
lately at Portsmouth and Marietta; in 
both of which places parishes might be 
organized with good prospects of success, 
could they be furnished for a short time 
with missionary aid. The great object of 
request, in various parts of the diocess 
which he has visited, is for Prayer Books, 
Tracts, and missionary services. Is there 
no means by which they may be supplied ? 

In several instances, families have been 
found who had resided in this state from 
seven to fifteen years, and during that 
period, had never enjoyed the ordinances 
of the Gospel, or been favoured with an 
opportunity to worship God, in what they 
esteemed the beauty of holiness—the pub- 
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lic liturgy ; yet in all this time, they had 
retained an affectionate attachment to the 
church, and professed their determination 
to live and die in its communion. Surely 
such scattered members of the fold of 
Christ should not be neglected. 

Since his arrival in this diocess, Mr. 
Morse has performed divine service, and 
preached constantly twice (except in one 
instance,) and occasionally three times, on 
Sundays, often on a week day or evening, 
has attended four funerals, and baptized 
nine children and three adults. 

New communicants in St. James’s Church 


10, present number 23 
Baptisms, — 6 


The Rev. Samuel Johnston reported to 
the Convention as follows: 

Since my last report of the state of reli- 
gion in my parochial cure, I have reason 
to be thankful that my labours, under God, 
have been crowned with success. The 
prosperity of the church has exceeded my 
most sanguine expectations. The congre- 
gation is respectable and increasing. Some 
hopes were entertai that their ability 
would have been sufficient to build a 
church the ensuing season, but it has been 
judged expedient to defer it for the pre- 
sent. A neat and tolerably commodious 
house, formerly occupied by the Baptist 
denomination, has been purchased. 
congregation for the most part are regular, 
rubrical, and attentive. The responses are 
made withapparent piety. Several fami- 
lies, who were prejudiced by education 
against the liturgy of the church, begin 
now to realize its excellencies, and enjoy 
its advantages. There is room for a more 
active and persevering zeal among us; but 
we are not without hope, that our dili- 
gence may be increased. We know that 
some, old and young, are inquiring what 
they must do tobe saved? The influences 
of divine grace have been felt among us, 
and are visible in the lives of many. 

When the church was organized, there 
were but three communicants, Acces- 
sions have since been made. We feel sa- 
tisfied that others who are now seriously 
inclined, will, after confirmation, present 
themselves at the table of our Lord. 

The fruits of practical piety are appa- 
rent in the congregation, resulting not only 
from the usual services of the Lord’s day, 
but from a careful observation of the fes- 
tivals and fasts of the church. 

Some members of the congregation de- 
serve commendation for their zeal, in cul- 
tivating a correct taste for sacred music. 
A goad choir is formed, and the style of 
their performances is very creditable to 
themselves and the congregation. The 
music will be still further improved, when 
an organ, which is now expected, shall 
haye arrived. 

A Sunday school has been established, 
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which promises to bea permanent blessing 
to the church. Through the exertions of 
some of our young people of both sexes, 
who are devout and exemplary, the chil- 
dren have been uniform in attending 
church, diligent in their studies, and inter- 
esting in catechetical and scriptural reci- 
tations. It is hoped that this little nurse- 
ry of piety may be duly tended, that every 


fresh bud of virtue, sheltered from noxious 


blasts, may gradually expand in beauty and 


fragrance. 

Families 70 

Communicants last year 8, added 12, 
present number 20 

Funerals (Infants) 5 

Baptisms 17 


In October last, on my return from the 
eastward, I officiated in the following pla- 
ces, west of the mountains. At Browns- 
ville, Pennsylvania; Wheeling, Virginia; 
St. Clairsville, Cambridge, Zanesville, Lan- 
caster, Chillicothe, and Lebanon. This sea- 
son services have been held one Sunday 
at Jeffersonville, Indiana. In the state of 
Kentucky, one Sunday at Newport, one 
Sunday at Louisvilleg and two Sundays at 
Lexington, in exchange with the Rev. Mr. 
Ward. 

On my way to the present Convention, 
I preached at Lebanon one evening; one 
Sunday at Chillicothe, one evening at Cir- 
cleville. 

In my public ministrations, I have gene- 
rally found a desire in the members of our 
church for the ordinances of the Gospel: 
and learn from various sources that multi- 
tudes on the Ohio and Mississippi, are 
mourning their deserted condition. 

The shepherds of Christ’s fold must be 
invited, must be entreated, to come in 
search for the poor, the humble, the wan- 
dering sheep in the wilderness, that they 
may imitate their blessed Master, in seck- 
ing to save that which was lost. 

The field of usefulness is extensive, and 
the labourers are few. This should prompt 
the sincere prayers of every Christian, 
that “ the Lord of the harvest would send 
Sorth labourers into the harvest.” 

The Rev. Roger Searle was prevented 
by indisposition from attending the Con- 
vention. In his report to the Bishop, he 
states that his labours in the discharge of 
his ministerial offices have been arduous; 
and although he has suffered under the dif- 
ficulties of an infirm state of health, most 
of the year, yet God, in his holy provi- 
dence, has supported him. ‘ The parish 
of St. Paul’s, in Medina, is increasing in 
numbers, in a pious attention to the ordi- 
nances, and in attachment to the primitive 
doctrines and liturgy of the church. The 
parish of Trinity Church, Cleaveland, is 
smaller in numbers ; but is not without en- 
couraging prospects. That of St. James, 
Boardman, is increasing in numbers, and 
s attentive to the liturgy and rubrics of 
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the church. The same may be said of 
Christ Church, Windsor, and St. Peter’s, 
Ashtabula. 

The parishes of St. Luke’s, Ravenna, of 
St Mark’s, in Columbia, and St. John’s 
“hurch, Liverpool, are small in numbers. 
The wv last mentioned are regularly at- 
tentive to divine service on Sundays, as 
well when I am absent as when present. 
A growing attachment to the duties of re- 
ligion is visible, and this being accompa- 
nied by the fruits of true piety to God, is 
encouraging to my labours. 

The number of communicants has in- 
creased to about one hundred. Baptisms 
since iast Convention, forty seven. The 
Bible and Prayer Book Society, formed 
here last year, is augmenting in numbers 
and commendable zeal. They have grate- 
fully received, and judiciously distribut- 
ed, from similar societies in Philadelphia, a 
number of Bibles and Vrayer Books. The 
Episcopal Female Tract Society within 
these congregations has increased greatly 
in its numbers and zeal, in the course of 
the last year. About 2000 very valuable 
Tracts have been forwarded to them, dur- 
ing the last year, from the Tract Societies 
in Philadelphia and Albany. 

The salutary and highly beneficial ef- 
fects resulting already from the praise- 
worthy exertions of this society are pecu- 
liarly gratifying 

The following gentlemen were elected 
the Standing Committee of the diocess: 
the Rev. Samuel Johnston, the Rev. Roger 
Searle, the Rev. Intrepid Morse, Benjamin 
Gardiner, and Calvin Conant. 

The following canons for the use of the 
Church in this diocess were adopted : 

Canon 1. Each efficiating settled mi- 
nister in this state shall keep a book, or 
register, in which he shall enter every bap- 
tism, marriage, and funeral within his 
cure; he shall also keep a register of the 
communicants of his church, and the num- 
ber of families within his cure; and his 
notitiz parochiales embracing these sub- 
jects shall be presented to the Bishop, at 
the annual state Convention. 

Canon2. It shall be the duty of every 
clergyman to attend all Conventions of the 
diocess ; and it shall be the duty of every 
parish to send one or more lay delegates. 

Canon 3. Disorderly and immoral con- 
duct, neglect of duty, disregard to the 
Constitutions and Canons of the Church, 
or disseminating, or countenancing opi- 
nions which are contrary to its doctrines, 
are offences for which a clergyman may 
be brought to trial. 

Canon 4. If a minister offend in any of 
the respects specified in the third Canon, 
application in writing, signed by his ac- 
cuser, shall be sent in the first instance, 
to the Standing Committee ; and if it ap- 
pear to them that there is ground for the 





charge, they shall report thereupon to the | 
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Bishop; who shall calla Convention of 
his clergy, (not less than three) and after 
a full and fair trial and examination, the 
Bishop, with the advice of his clergy, 
shall pronounce sentence against him, if 
found guilty. 

Canon 5. The clergy shall pay strict 
regard to therubrics of the Church, and 
shall neither alter nor mutilate the ser- 
vice, otherwise than they are by the ru- 
brics permitted. 

Canon. All candidates for holy orders 
shall be examined on such subjects as are 
prescribed by the Canon of the General 
Convention. 

Canon 7. No clergyman shall remove 
from one parish te another in this diocess, 
without the Bishop’s consent. But if the 
Bishop should refuse, and the clergyman 
should thereby think himself aggrieved, 
an appeal may be made to the Convention. 

Canon 8. Ali annual meetings for. the 
choice of wardens and vestrymen shal! be 
opened by prayer; and if there be a rec- 
tor or clergyman, he shall preside, agreea- 
bly to ancient usage. In case of a vacancy, 
or necessary absence of the rector or cler- 
gyman, the senior officer present shall pre- 
side. 

Canon 9. Whereas the alms and other 
devotions of the people, at the holy com- 
munion, are committed to the minister at 
the altar for presentation, and remain at 
his disposal—it shall therefore be his duty 
to dispense the same, according to the 
true intent and common usage of the 
Church ; it being understood, that the rec- 
tor will be assisted in this part of his duty 
by the wardens of the parish. And in 
case any minister present alms, and other 
devotions at the altar, in any vacant pa- 
rish, he shaH commit them to the wardens 
of said parish, for their disposal; and the 
minister (or in case of a vacancy) the war- 
dens, shall render an account of the dispo- 
sal at the annual parish meeting. 

The following resolutions were passed. 

1. Resolved, That it be the duty of the 
wardens and vestry of each parish within 
this diocess, on or about the first day of 
January, 1820, and annually thereafter, to 
solicit from the friends of the Church, do- 
nations, by subscription or otherwise, for 
the Episcopal fund, to be applied as here- 
after provided. 

2. Resolved, That three trustees be tri- 
ennially elected by the Episcopal Conven- 
tion of this diocess, who may be required 
to give bonds to the standing committee, 
for the faithful discharge of their trust; 
and whose duty shall be to receive all mo- 
nies or other. property, which may be real- 
ized pursuant to the preceding article; 
and pay over to the Bishop or his succes- 
sor in office, such sum as the Convention, 
at their respective annual meetings, shall 
direct; provided, that all donations in land 
and personal property, limited by the do- 
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nors, to the use of the permanent fund, 
shall be applied to that fund. 

3. Resolved, That the trustees annually 
address a circular letter to the wardens 
and vestry of the respective parishes in 
this diocess, setting forth the important 
object to be effected to the Church gene- 
rally, by a commendable liberality; and 
makimg it their duty to solicit from friend. 
ly land owners, donations in land or other 
property. 

4. Resolved, That the trustees be re- 
quested to petition the Legislature of this 
state, at their next session, for an act to 
incorporate them and their successors in 
office, by the name and style of “ The 
Trustees of the Bishop’s Fund of the Dio- 
cess of Ohio.” 

5. Resolved, That the trustees shall 
have the power, according to their own 
good judgment and discretion, to man- 
age and dispose of all monies and proper- 
ty, to the best use and benefit of the Epis- 
copal fund ; reserving one half of the last 
annual cash receipts to be applied by the ~ 
next Convention, which shall not have 
been disposed of agreeably to the appro- 
priation aforementioned, and that they an- 
nually report at the Convention their pro- 
ceedings, together with an account of all 
contributions and donations, by whom 
made during the last year. 

6. Resolved, That the trustees®of the 
Episcopal fund be now elected. Where- 
upon the following persons were chosen :—~ 
Benjamin Gardiner, Columbus ; John Mat- 
thews, Putnam; John C. Wright, Steu- 
benville. 

Guy W. Doan, Esq. submitted the fol- 
lowing preamble and resolutions, which 
were read and adopted. Whereas a char- 
ter has been lately obtained for the estab- 
lishment of a College at Worthington, 
and whereas adequate endowment of said 
College, and public patronage are its main 
dependence ; therefore, 

Resolved, That this Convention, deeply 
impressed with the truth, drawn from the 
experience of all ages, that learning and 
piety are intimately connected, do recom. 
mend, through the medium of this Journal, 
to public patronage, the aforesaid institu- 
tion. The site on which the College is 
built, is in a village remarkable for the 
beauty of its situation, the salubrity of its 
air, and the purity of its waters. The 
country round about is healthy, and peo- 
pled with peaceful and orderly inhabit- 
ants. But its funds are small, and need 
the fostering hand of a generous public ; 
and this,.it is devoutly hoped, will not be 
withholden. 

The following gentlemen were ele: ted 
delegates to the General Convention:— 
The Rev. Roger Searle, Rev. Samuel John- 
ston, Rev. Intrepid Morse, Benjamin Gar- 
diner, Dr. Horace Reed, William Worth- 
ington, Esq. Ephraim Root, Esq. 

40 
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FOR THE CHRISTIAN JOURNAL. 


“in Essay on Religious Societies and Prayer 
Meetings: suchas are herein defined. 


(Continued from p. 282, and concluded.) 


Sthly. So far as the observation of the 
present writer qualifies him to judge, the 
species of devotion spoken of has a direct 
tendency tc elate the practisers of it witt 
a high opinion of their own righteousness, 
and a low estimate of the piety of their 
fellow-worshippers in the prescribed wor- 
ship of the Church. This is a point which 
should be spoken to with caution, lest 
there should be an incurring of the fault 
contemplated. It is also recollected, that 
there is great diversity, according to the 
difference of personal character. In addi- 
tion to all this, the experience of other 
persons may have produced opposite re- 
sults. Still, the writer must be so faith- 
ful to his subject, as to declare, that, dur- 
ing his life, he has been in the habit of 
meeting with strong evidences of the ten- 
dency suggested. He will again recur to 
the identity of the principle, with that of 
pharisaism. We find our Saviour loading 
its professors with the heavy charge, of 
*‘ trusting in themselves, that they were 
righteous, and despising others.” Yet this 


hindered not its being mentioned as a part 


of the pharisaical character, in an exam- 
ple exlfibited in a parable, his “ thanking 
of God”—thus ascribing to divine grace— 
that he was “not as other men.” Now 
when we observe persons taking a high 
stand of profession, because of practices 
not required by any divine institution, nor 
by the general authority delegated to the 
Church, of “doing all things decently and 
in order;” when we hear them disparag- 
ing any of their brethren, for limiting the 
public exercises of their devotion by the 
legitimate standard just now stated; and 
branding them as formalists, and as per- 
sons destitute of vital piety, for no other 
reason than dissent in the premises; and 
above all, when consent therein will cause 
the grossest violations of moral obligation 
to dwindle into imperfections, not suppos- 
ed to forfeit the name of Christian; he can- 
not discharge his conscience without de- 
claring his opinion, that such is the ten- 
dency of the contemplated societies. It is 
still said with the reserve, of not intend- 
ing to wound the feelings of any who may 
have joined them from pure intentions. 
But at the same time, let the subject sug- 
gest a solemn admonition to such persons, 
to judge on it for themselves: and if fur- 
ther experience should convince them of 
the tendency here affirmed, let them sacri- 
fice appearances to truth; avoiding such 
assemblies, and having recourse to the le- 

itimate sources of instruction. 

6thly. The last remark leads to another 
objection; under which it would be inde- 
ticate to say much, or to offer proof. The 


present writer has known many serious 
persons, who, in early life, have been par- 
ties to some of the associations in quese 
tion. They have been deserted in the cases 
alluded to, at maturer ages. He has not 
known any very estimable persons, who 
have retained through life their early at. 
tachments in this particular. There may 
be such persons, but they are not within 
his knowledge and recollection. If it were 
proper, he could illustrate his remark in 
persons yet living. 

7thly. There is still another objection, 
in the stating of which it will be decorous 
to be reserved. Whet is meant, are the 
flagrant acts of licentiousness, occasion- 
ally detected in persons, who bave figured 
among the foremost of the promoters of 
self-constituted societies for devotion. 
* Sat verbum sapienti.” They who have 
been in the way of hearing what passes in 
the religious world, wiil understand the 
intimation. If this should be perused by 
a novice, there may be use in giving him 
the warning-——* Let him who thinketh he 
standeth, take heed lest he fall.” Perhaps 
it may be said, that what is here referred 
to, are instances of such hypocrisy, as no 
human wisdom can guard against. How 
far this plea, abundantly sufficient in the 
exacted profession, can be made to avail 
under the gratuitous one, it would be 
needless to inquire at present; because 
the danger intended to be intimated, is of 
its leading to a state of great temptation. 
There are possessed unequivocal eviden- 
ces, that many have joined in the latter 
species of profession, who have been 
thrown by it off their guard; so that it 
has been the mean of their seduction. 

Sthly. Let us not hesitate to go to what 
is in some minds the root of this matter 
in a property of human nature, which, 
like every other property of it, must have 
its uses, and yet many lead to sin. What 
is here meant, is a desire of distinction; 
which, as it cannot always accomplishfits 
object by what is singularly excellent and 
laudable, fixes on singularity itself as the 
object to be aimed at. We know what our 
Lord has said concerning “ straining at a 
gnat and swallowing a camel.” Is it pos- 
sible to look around us, and not remark 
the continuance of the line of that family 
of strainers? But there are worse effects 
of the same frailty, than the magnifying 
of matters of small moment. The law of 
God requires us to “love him with all 
our heart, and soul, and strength.” Now 
it is not impossible, from the vanity of self- 
exaltation here spoken of, to lay hold on 
this first commandment of the law, and to 
urge from it the necessity of being willing 
to be damned eternally, for the promoting 
of the divine glory. The present writer 
has known the necessity of this sacrifice 
pleaded for, by those who could not have 
been induced by any consideration, to sa- 
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crifice their pride, or the passions which 
made them troublesome to those with 
‘whom they were immediately conversant. 
There is the next precept in dignity —* the 
loving of our neighbour as ourselves.” 
And to this some have given such an undis- 
tinguishing application, that what is social 
love in theory, is in practice productive of 
all possible injury to society. Many years 
ago, the present writer was introduced by 
letter to a disciple of this school, being ap- 
prized that the favourite tepic of his cor- 
respondence had been universallove. The 
fruit of the introduction was a single inter- 
view; during which there was a, greater 
profusion ef bitter censures from the tongue 
of this universal lover, than had ever been 
listened to by the hearer within the same 
limits of time. When such high toned sys- 
tems are objected to, the exclamation is 
made, that the morality of them is too ex- 
alted for our low estimate of duty. But 
no; we detect a human fabrication of duty, 
which is sure to interfere, in some way or 
another, with duties of God’s ordaining. 
After all, the matter would be more tolera- 
ble, if it were not like those ligatures in- 
vented for the improvement of the person, 
which counterbalance an imaginary per- 
fection of shape, by excrescences amount- 
ing to real deformity. We cannot avoid 
sin toe carefully. And we cannot too punc- 
tually practise the precept—“If there be 
any virtue and any praise, think of these 
things.” But sin may assume the garb of 
virtue; or why ave we told of * Satan’s 
transforming of himself into an angel of 
light ?” It is equally certain, that what 
originated in virtuous intention, may, by 
misdirection, degenerate to gross sin: or 
why do we read of “ beginning in the spi- 
rit and ending in the flesh ?”’* 

There is no intention of applying to the 
members of the societies in question, the 
charge of being misled to the extent of the 
two instances adduced, by the property of 
human nature spoken of above. It is only 
mentioned as one cause, which multiplies 
the number: this, inextravagances shert of 
those stated, and by an unperceived infiu- 
ence onthe mind. The writer of this has 
been in the habit of believing, that on the 
claims of the Papacy, of Episcopacy,,and of 
Presbytery, and on the questions which 
have made the distinctions of Trinitarians 
and Unitarians, of Calvinists and Armini- 
ans, and others, the most remarkable of the 
excesses of some of the disputants on each 
side, have grown out of the perversion of 
the same principle of human nature. In 
the societies now the subject, it is well 
known, that the point in which they are 
the most apt to give offence to sober mind- 
ed Christians, is the high excitement of 





* Gal. iii. 3. admits of this translation. In 
that place, there is conteraplated another sub- 
ject; but both of the subjects admit of the ap- 
plication of the principle. 
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animal sensibility. An aspirant to the re- 
putation of eminent saintship, finds fuel for 
the fire in whatever dazzles the imagina- 
tion, or agitates the passions. There isa 
constitutional predisposition in some per- 
sons, which has often raised a man to the 
reputation of the highest grade of sanctity, 
consistently with the harbouring of the most 
maticious passions, and sometimes with the 
indulging of the most licentious practices. 
The title calls for remarks on what are 
denominated Prayer meetings. , 
It would be ungodly to object to reli- 
gious assembling, merely on the ground 
that it is for devotion only, without the in- 
termixture of pastoral instruction. The 
Church of England, and in imitation of her 
the Episcopal Church in the United States, 
haveso framed their services, as to provide 
for daily morning and evening prayer 
throughout the year, where.so edifying a 
routine is practicable. It is to be wished, 
that in every city and considerable town of 
the latter, as of the former, there were the 
daily performance of these services in some 
church or churches. It is a provision, 
which has deeply interested the affections 
of many, whose leisure, combining with 
their piety, has induced such an habitual 
attendance on the sanctuary, as likened 
them to holy Simeon, and holy Anna, and 
other Saints of old. 
But the prayer meetings here contem- 
plated, are those wherein a fry of young 
striplings are called on, one after another, 
to exercise their gifts of prayer: thus de- 
grading the holy exercise by reiterated re- 
quests for the same mercies, with a diver- 
sity of language ; to which a scope is given 
for no other possible purpose, than that of 
improving the talents of the persons thus 
put in requisition. Such young men, if de- 
signed for the ministry, could not adopt a 
more effectual expedient for the being cal- 
led off from a solid preparation, and for 
the filling of them with self-conceit. It is 
also an invasion of the ministerial office, as 
sustained in the 23d article of the Church. 
But even these considerations are compa- 
ratively unimportant, under the weight of 
that of the freedom taken with the great 
Hearer of prayer, and witha duty of such 
solemnity. So far as is here known, the Li- 
cense is an invention of modern times. There 
was a period in the history of the Church of 
England, when much diversity of opinion 
prevailed among her divines, on the sub- 
ject of bringing together smatterers in the- 
ology, to give scope to their gifts in exer- 
cises which passed under the name of pro- 
phesyings. It is probable, that such occa- 
sions were opened and concluded with 
prayer. But the professed object of them, 
was improvement in sacred knowledge: 
and it does not appear, that the drilling of 
the speakers to utterance in prayer, was 
any part of the design; or that they were 
called on to pray after one anotber, in the 
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manner here contemplated. It is a mo- 
dern invention, and profane. 

The writer of this, has been accustomed 
to be tender in his remarks on the afore- 
said associations and exercises; partly be- 
cause of the merits of some who joined 
in them with the best intentions; and 
partly, because they come to dissolu- 
tion sooner under neglect, than under op- 
position. But this has not hindered him 
from speaking his opinion freely when it 
has been asked, or was likely to be influ- 
ential. For besides his official character, 
he would not lose an opportunity of doing 
to another the service done to him in his 
youth, by an unquestionably religious per- 
son, who counselled and gave reasons 
against his acceptance of an invitation to 
be a member of a society who held weekly 
meetings, for reading and extemporary 
prayer. Had he joined them, he afterward 
knew enough to have produced an early 
severance of the tie. He does not allude 
to gross sin; but recollects failings incon- 
sistent with the stand taken; and finally 
decay of zeal in some, and indifference to 
religion in others. 

It is not here unknown, of the ministers 
who favour the censured practices, -that 
they disavow the being hostile to the li- 
turgy. We may hope that they are sincere; 
although we cannot forget the many in- 
stances, in which the same profession has 
been made under similar circumstances ; 
and continued no longer than until a crisis 
favourable—some will say, for the grati- 
fying of persanal ambition, or, as may have 
been thought by themselves—for the ac- 
complishing of a greater mass of good. In 
the professiou of adherence to the liturgy, 
the only circumstance peculiar to the pre- 
sent times, is the singular reason given for 
the wishing of it to be retained. The rea- 
son is, that it has helped to the continu. 
ance of orthodoxy in the Church of Eng- 
land; which, from the want of such an 


‘ expedient, is said to have become lost to 


the great body of dissenters in that coun- 
try. Be it acknowledged, that the fact is 
as here stated; in relation as well to the 
dissenters as to the established church ; 
and that the issue, as the latter is concern- 
ed, ought to be highly gratifying to the 
members of the Episcopal Church in this 
country. But in the light of an argument 
for the liturgy, it might be turned tri- 
umphantly against those who use it. A 
Unitarian, se called, might say to them— 
* It is then to suppress inquiry, that you 
would put the youthful mind in the tram- 
mels of what you call an orthodox form 
of prayer. That you consider extempore 
effusions, if orthodox, as more edifying, is 
evident from your use of them, and no 
other, when you are left to your discre- 
tion. But you advocate the retaining of 
ine form of prayer, to be the parent of 
orejudice ; and to keep people from think- 
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ing for themselves.” Our liturgy is de- 
fensible, without this double-faced plea ia 
its behalf—*“ Non tali auxilio, non defen- 
soribus istis, tempus eget.” 


Philadelphia. W. W. 





Supplement to the Essay on Religious Socie- 
ties and Prayer Meetings. 

This is for the following purposes: Ist. 
To guard against the misapprehension of 
its being designed to impeach the piety of 
all who unite in the species of association 
spoken of: The clergyman to be named 
lived, and at an advanced age died, with 
the charecter of an eminently pious man. 
2dly. To show that the contemplated so- 
cieties, within the Episcopal Church, have 
the effect of detaching her members from 
her communion. The said reverend person 
countenanced the societies, until, from 
having crowds of hearers, they were re- 
duced, according to his own account, to 
about one hundred and fifty, and mostly, 
to hardly half that number; and his com- 
municants to about one in ten. Sdly. and 
principally, To sustain the leading senti- 
ment of the essay, by the testimony of a 
man who had abundant opportunity of ex- 
perience. 

The Rev. Devereaux Jarratt, in his ac- 
count of his own life, writes as follows— 
“ T doubt not but most of those weak and 
unqualified men” (he speaks of certain 
self-commissioned ministers) “ suppose 
that they are called to preach, and that 
they are actuated bya zeal of doing good ; 
but I rather judge, that pride is the prin- 
cipal mover. God is not the author of con- 
fusion. My judgment, in this matter, is 


founded on my knowledge of human na- | 


ture in general, and my own experience in 
particular. And here [ will insert a little 
anecdote respecting myself. In my former 
letter, I mentioned my having meetings for 
prayer, reading, &c. soon after I had some 
acquaintance with religion. In doing this, 
I thought I was actuated by the purest and 
most laudable principles. But being one 
evening in company with an older and 
more experienced Christian, I simply relat- 
ed tohim my practice of meeting, and the 
effects my efforts seemed to have on my 
hearers. The gentleman looked grave on 
the occasion, and instead of his approbation, 
which, no doubt I expected, he gave mea 
little history of his own proceedings. 
When religion, said he, first broke out in 
these parts (Henrico and Hanover in Vir 
ginia) I used to hold meetings in our meet- 
ing-house, for prayer, reading, &c. and 
large congregations attended. The peo- 
ple were frequently much affected, and I 
thought my zeal for their souls was so 
great and ardent, that I could freely have 
laid my head under their feet to promote 
their happiness, by turning them to the 
Lord. But, added he, after a while, I founds 
a deal of pride lay at the bottom of all my 
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exertions. He made no application, nor 
was it necessary, for I felt the words apply 
with great force to my heart. I saw my 
own picture drawn to the life. I was 
ashamed and confounded in the presence of 
the venerable man ; when I discovered the 
same devil lurk and predominate in my 
own heart, which I had not before disco- 
vered, nor even suspected. It was a good 
lesson to me, and I endeavoured to profit 
by it. It is not therefore without a cause, 
that I am led to judge that pride is a prin- 


| cipal agent, in the mission of many in our 


day. Human nature is the same now as 
when I was a young man. And as it may 
not be the fortune of every one to meet with 
such a judicious monitor as I did, I fear, 
pride reigns in many hearts, undiscovered, 
for a long time. Indeed the manner in 
which many young volunteers are now 
treated, tends rather to foster pride, than 
to discover and destroy it. I believe it is no 
uncommon thing for a young and bold ad- 
venturer, who is good at vociferation, to 
be cried up as a great preacher, an useful 
preacher, a zealous preacher, and such like: 
all which directly tend to confirm a man in 
his blindness, and blow him up like a blad- 
der. I can hardly Giink, the real interests 
of religion will ever be promoted by such 
instruments ; whatever present effects, on 
the passions, their efforts may have, I may 
be mistaken, but this is my judgment.” 
It is much to be lamented, that the can- 
did author of the above confession did not 
receive the benefit of the recorded lesson ; 
until, by his patronage of societies among 
his parishioners and those of the neigh- 
bouring clergy, he had prepared a great 
proportion of them, over a large district of 
country, for a secession which he lived to 
witness; and for disesteem of himself; 
merely because, after leading them to the 
border of the pale, he would not accom- 
pany them beyond it. W. W. 


We lament exceedingly the late appear- 
ance of the following communication, 
which exhibits so just and interesting a 
view of the character of an individual 
whose worth was acknowledged wherever 
he was known, and in whom were display- 
ed many of those virtues which adorned 
the primitive professors of the Christian 
faith. The manuscript was mislaid. 


FOR THE CHRISTIAN JOURNAL, 


Seme Account of Joun Stnereton, Esg. of 
Talbot County, Maryland. 


To record the lives of departed worthies 
is a tribute not merely of respect and af- 
fection, but of justice. A deathless name 
is the assigned reward of a wise Provi- 
‘dence, for the encouragement of virtue. 


Some Account of John Singleton, Esq. 
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“ The righteous shall be had in everlast- 
ing remembrance.” ' ; 

The gentleman who becomes the subject 
of the following observations was born at 
Whitehaven, in the year 1750; was edu- 
cated at St. Bees, under the excellent Dr. 
James; and went to London, to an uncle 
of his, in his 16th year. He continued there 
till May, 1767, when he left London for 
New-York. In this latter city he remained 
three years, writing in the counting-house 
of Mr. Henry White; and came to Mary- 
land, to his uncle James Dickinson, Esq. 
in Talbot county, in 1770. In 1774 he 
married a daughter of Nicholas Goldsbo- 
rough, Esq. but, before the close of the 
same year, was lefta widower. He spent 
the year 1775 in the mercantile line at Do- 
ver, in Talbot county ; Miss Mary Golds- 
borough, sister to his late wife, residing 
with him. In the memorable year 177¢, 
he relinquished the mercantile character 
for that of the agriculturist, in which he 
was destined toexcel. He then settled at 
East-Otwell, the seat of his subsequent 
residence through life; the same good 
sister-in-law still residing with him. In 
the close of 1790, he married his second 
wife, the excellent lady who now deplores 
his loss, but meekly reposes upon that Be- 
ing, who has promised to be the widow’s 
stay, the orphan’s guide. Mr. Singleton 
left, by his second marriage, a numerous 
issue of sons and daughters. 

Of such a man it is not sufficient to pre- 
serve the chronological incidents which 
arose to him in common with most men in 
social life. In the several social virtues 
and offices of common life, he was inferior 
to none, but superior to most. As a hus- 
band, father, master, friend,and neighbour, 
he was distinguished and beloved above 
his fellows. He had an ardour and since- 
rity which marked the temper of his soul, 
and bespoke the affection of all who knew 
him: and his house was the hospitable re- 
treat of all classes of society. The truest 
traits of moral worth were always apparent 
inhim; though the principles of piety in- 
stilled in early life, but checked and di- 
verted by the ceaseless gaities which en- 
grossed the fashionable circle in his juve- 
nile period, had not + gained the ascen- 
dancy, nor prescribed to his whole demea- 
nour. By and by the fostering hand of 
heaven brought these blessed principles 
forward into action, and reared them to 
maturity. 

In 1795 he was elected a member of the 
vestry of St. Peter’s parish, in which he 
resided; and was ever an efficient instru- 
ment of utility in that body. He contri- 
buted greatly to the benefit and prosperity 
of that parish, by his personal exertions, 
and the force of his example. He had a 
high idea of the peculiar responsibility at- 
taching to the office of a vestryman; and 
the ardour and energy of his character 
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combined with his impressions of duty, as 
they become more and more lively and 
operative from that period, to gain for him, 
in that view, an unsolicited distinction. 
Hlis was the conduct of zeal, nobleness, 
and goodness: he considered every talent 
in his possession as the gift of his Divine 
Master, and to be employed to his honour. 
He became assiduous in his attention to 
the sacred oracles, and drew from them 
the principles which animated his private 
and social deportment. He practised the 
closest self-inspection, and consequently 
became penitent for transgression, and a 
humble suppliant, at the horns of the altar, 
for forgiveness through the adored Re- 
deemer. He was overwhelmed with the 
sense of Divine condescension and pity ; 
and his grateful soul could never satisfy 
*tself with any oblations which he could 
« ffer, as adequate to the grace received. 
He knew that the most acceptable tribute 
was that of a devoted life, and his heart 
impelled him to render this most gladly 
and constantly. He had truly that “ honest 
and good heart which, having heard the 
word, received it, and brought forth fruit 
abundantly.” His faith was efficacious and 
fruitful; his hope was cheering and enli- 
vening; and his charity, in the full sense 
ef the term, was admirable: it prompted 
him to beneficence, to the extent of his 
ability, and disposed him to cast a veil over 
the faults of others; while he reserved his 
censure for himself. Of others he thought 
the best, he, hoped the bet, he believed 
the best ; but of himself he thought se- 
verely. I see the beloved, the venerable 
man—his hairs now whitening with years, 
and silvering fast with the trials incident 
to a scene of probation, yet engrossed by 
nothing so much as the sense of his own 
unworthiness, and the immensity of divine 
love and compassion. Gratitude! grati- 
tude! was his darling theme; and three 
times a day did he present his stated obja- 
tions of praise and prayer. Nothing di- 
verted him from this course, nor from 
morning and evening devotions with his 
family, nor from the public duties of God’s 
house, nothing which was really within 
his control. But his whole life was be- 
come one continued act of praise; and he 
*‘ prayed always,” by sustaining the pre- 
valent, ever-actuating sentiment of lium- 
ble dependence, of habitual and unreserved 
self-dedication, of contrite penitence, and 
faithful, cheerful obedience. His devout 
ejaculations were continual. He was ri- 
pened for his final change by consicerable 
preparatory sickness, and was gathered to 
his fathers in the 69th year of his age, 
March 15, 1819. A letter from a friend, 
speaking of his funeral, remarks as fol- 
lows: 

“Although the day was cloudy.and cold, 
there was a large concourse of people, of 
all ranks and classes. A most excellent 


‘ 


[No. 10. 


sermon was preached by the Rev. Mr. Hub- 
bard, of St. Michael’s parish, (the minister 
of the parish not officiating, from the cir- 
cumstance of his having married one of 
Mr. Singleton’s daughters), from the fol- 
lowing text:—‘ Let me die the death of 
the righteous, and let my last end be like 
his.’ Numb. xxiii. 10.—I never witnessed 
a scene more affecting. When the minis- 
ter mentioned the character of the deceas- 
ed, but few in the house could refrain from 
shedding tears, and expressing their sym- 
pathy with the feelings of the family, as 


if they had lost their dearest friend.”—This ° 


last clause touches that especial trait 
which was remarkable in the deceased. 
When we dwell upon this particular in his 
endeared character, we cling to his me- 
mory, and can never let it go: we would 
relate to all, how true, how cordial, how 
earnest, how effectual he was in every just 
indication of undissembled_ friendship. 
His friendship, his unaffected kindness, 
and ready exertion for all who needed a 
friend, was the emblem, and, in some sort, 
the source of that fervent devotion which 
characterized his piety itself. The energy 
and sincerity of his character no sooner 
took this direction, than the hand of hea- 
ven was manifested in the heartiness of the 
worshipper, the closeness of his walk with 
God, and the integrity of the grace im- 
parted. 

We have felt so much reluctance to quit 
the theme of our friend’s religion, and his 
emiment services as a vestryman, which 
we would gladly see imitated by others, 
that we have declined speaking of another 
excellence, which has endeared him to so- 
ciety and the public in general. He has 
long been known to the gentlemen around 
him as a farmer of the first note. Mr. 
jordley, ia his work on farming, some 
time published, has introduced very often 
the mention of Mr. Singleton, as one on 
whose judgment he placed a chief reli- 
ance; and it is with pleasure we intro- 
duce here an extract from an obituary pa- 
ragraph which appeared in an Easton pa- 
per soon after the demise commemorat- 
ed. 

“ The extremely precarious state of his 
health had prectuded him from attending 
any of the meetings of the Agricultural 
Society of Maryland, from its first organ- 
ization; but at a late meeting of the socie- 
ty, a few days before his death, he was 
unanimously admitted as an honourary 
member, the first instance recorded on 
their journals. The farmers in this section 
of the country are much indebted to him 
for his many and useful experiments in 
agriculture, and more particularly for his 
discovery and application of the marl. The 
face of the country is undergoing a rapid 
one by the use of this manure, and the 
wonderful improvement wrought on the 
estate of the deceased, will have a most 
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happy effect in stimulating others to fol- 
Jow his example.” 

We fervently hope, and solicitously pray, 
that the lignt of such an example may, 
throughput, continue to irradiate not only 
the family of our departed friend, in its 
several members, but his neighbours and 
acquaintance universally. May they, like 
him, learn to live the lite of the righteous, 
that so their last end may be like his. May 
they, like him, be “ not slotiful in busi- 
ness, fervent in spirit, serving the Lord.” 





From the Charleston Sunday Visitant. 
THE BOOK OF COMMON PRAYER. 


Taree is a book which Christians prize, 
Next to the blessed book of heaven: 
Its words inspir’d beyond the skies ; 
Its faith, the faith by Jesus given. 
No crafty work, nor hasty zeal, 
Was e’er employ’d in this design ; 
The biood of Martyrs forms its seal, 
And Jesus crucifi’d its sign. 


0! how I love this blessed book, 
Companion of my childhood’s day; 

For when the course of sin I took, 
It taught my infant lips to pray. 

In thoughtless boyhood’s playful hour, 
A mother’s pious gift bestow’d ; 

She bade me praise that heav’nly pow’r, 
To whom so much for this I ow’d. 


Here first I learn’d that blessed pray’r, 
Which little children love to read; 

And soon, by help, and fuithful care, 
The fam’d Apostle’s sacred creed. 


The ten commandments next in turn 
Were soon engraven on my mind ; 
What better precepts could I learn 
Than those which God himself design’d? 


And O! upon that morn so blest, 
That saw the light of glory rise ; 

’T was joy with this dear book to rest, 
From cares and life’s anxieties. 


When sabbath bells, with cheerful sound, 
Rang on my anxious list’aing ear, 
Above all else was quickly found 
“* My little book of Common Prayer.” 


At church,—ah! yes,—’twas there indeed 
I found the help of such a guide; 

For though a child, I yet could read, 
And on my faithful book reli’d. 


I was a child, and God has said 
That such to him should always pray ; 
How then could I have him obey’d, 
Unless my book had shown the way? 


Yes! blessed be his holy name, 
In such a worship I could join; 
My life a service here could frame, 
To offer to his love divine. 


And now to manhood’s sober year, 
My life on wings of time has flown: 
This holy form I still revere, 
And hold its treasures 4s my own, 
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At morn, and eve, within that hall, 

Where family and friends repair,— 
This book devoutly speaks for all ; 

For ’tis in faith a “ Common Pray’r.” 
This is the book which Christians prize 

Next to the blessed book of heaven; 
This the pure language of the skies, 

And this the faith by Jesus given. 
Then teach me Lord thy blessed will, 

That I may read thy word with care; 
And next into my soul instil 

The precepts of the “Common Pray’r.” 

“ Wilfred.” 








FOR THE CHRISTIAN JOURNAL. 


Ow the 26th of July, 1819, a new church 
was organized in Norway, Herkimer coun- 
ty, by the name of Grace Church. One 
year previous to that time it was scarcely 
know that a single Episcopal family resid - 
ed in the town. At present a handsome 
number have attached themselves to the 
Church, among whom about 70 Prayer 
Books have been distributed; and the ser- 
vice, considering the very short time al- 
lowed for forming an acquaintance with 
it, is performed with accuracy and devo- 
tion. Among other gratifying circum- 
stances, I have to remark the attention 
given to the service by the younger part 
of the congregation. 

Mr. B. Noble, of Nobleborough, a ve- 
nerable and pious emigrant from Ireland, 
and a warm friend to the Church, has se- 
cured to the above mentioned Church, on 
landed estate, the payment of twelve dol- 
lars and fifty cents per annum for ever. 
He has also made.a temporary annual do- 
nation to the same church, of the further 
sum of twelve dollars and fifty cents, un- 
til an Episcopal Church shall be organized. 
in Nobleborough, at which time the latter 
sum is to revert to said church for ever. 

D. M‘DONALD. 
—_— 


The corner stone of the new Episcopal 
Church in Common-street, Boston, oppo- 
site the Mall, to be called Saint Paul’s 
Church, was on Saturday morning, Sept. 4, 
laid by the Right Rev. Bishop Griswold, 
of the Eastern Diocess. ‘ 

On Saturday, the 14th of August, 1819, 
an ordination was held by the Right Rev. 
Bishop Hobart, in St. Peter’s Church, Ply- 
mouth, Connecticut, when the Rev. Rod- 
ney Rosseter, Deacon, was admitted to the 
holy order of Priests. ; 

On Thursday, the 2d September, St. Pe- 
ter’s Church,in Waterville,Delaware coun- 
ty, New York, was consecrated by the 
Right Rev. Bishop Hobart, and confirma- 
tion administered to 40 persons. On Sun- 
day 5th, in St. Peter’s Church, Albany, 
confirmation was administered to 120 per- 
sons ; and on Monday following, the Kev. 













































































320 Miscellaneous. 


William B. Lacey was instituted, by the 
Bishop, Rector of the said Church. 


Utica, September 28. 

On Sunday, the 19th instant, the Right 

Rev. Bishop Hobart performed divine 
service in this town, and administered 
confirmation to 22 persons.—On the day 
following, St. Paul’s Church at Paris was 
consecrated, and 69 persons received con- 
firmation. On Tuesday last, the Chapel 
erected for the Oneida Indians, at Oneida 
Castle, was consecrated by the Bishop, by 
the name of St. Peter’s Church, and 56 In- 
dians, who had been previously prepared 
for that purpose by their Instructor, Mr. 
Eleazar Williams, received confirmation. 
At the visit of the Bishop the last year, 94 
Indians were confirmed. Too much praise 
cannot be bestowed upon the exertions and 
pious zeal of Mr. Williams, in his success- 
ful efforts to bring into the Christian 
Church his infidel brethren. When he 
arrivedamong them, two or threeyears ago, 
more than half of the Oneidas were of that 
character. 

On Thursday, September 2, 1819, the 
Right Rev. Bishop Griswold, of the East- 
ern Diocess, held an ordination in St. 
John’s Church, Providence, Rhode-Island, 
and admitted the Rev. George Taft, of 
Providence, and the Rev. Patrick H. Fol- 
ker, of North-Kingston, Deacons, to the 
holy order of Priests; and Edward R. Lip- 
pitt, of Providence; Jasper Adams, Pro- 
fessor of Mathematics, Natural Philoso- 
phy, and Astronomy in Brown University; 
and Addinson Searle, of New-Hampshire, 
to that of Deacons. Divine service was 
performed by the Rev. Mr. Marshall, and 
an appropriate discourse delivered by the 
Bishop, who was also assisted in the solem- 
nities of the occasion by the Rev. Mr. 
Crocker, and the Rev. Mr. Blake, of Rhode- 
Island, and the Rev. Mr. Wheaton, of Ma- 
vyland. 

On Trinity Sunday last, June 6, the 
Right Rév. Bishop Chase held an ordina- 
tion at Worthington, Ohio, and admitted 
Mr. Benjamin Birge, of Lexington, Ken- 
tucky, to the holy order of Deacons. On 
the same day 79 persons were confirmed. 

At the annual commencement of Brown 
tniversity, Providence, Rhode-Island, on 
Wednesday, September 1, the degree of 
Doctor in Divinity was conferred on the Rev. 
William H. Wilmer, Rector of St. Paul’s 
Church, Alexandria, District of Columbia. 





Dirpv.—Lately, the Rev. Joun CaMPBELL, 
Rector of Church, Carlisle, Penn- 
sylvania. 

On Monday morning, September 20, after 
an illness of six days, the Rev. Tuomas P. 
Mary, Rector of St. John’s Church, Norris- 
town, and St. Thomas’s, Whitemarsh, 
Pennsylvania. 
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A clergyman, long and intimately ac- 
quainted with Mr. May, and in whose 
church, while on a visit to him, Mr. May 
had officiated but a few weeks befure his 
death, noticed that event in the sermon he 
preached the following Sunday, in these 
terms : 


“The Rev. Thomas P. May, a faithful 
and laborious servant of Christ, who but 
a few weeks since visited your pastor, and 
dispensed with general acceptance from 
this place the offers of redeeming grace, 
is no more. On this day fortnight he was 
in the apparent enjoyment of perfect 
health. With a constitution unusually ro- 
bust, and at a period of life when it had 
just obtained its utmost vigour, no man 
seemed to have a surer promise of length- 
ened days, and a long course of usefulness 
in a work to which he was most fervently 
devoted than himself. One week before 
his endeared flock beheld their friend and 
instructor a pallid lifeless corpse, he had 
three times proclaimed his Master’s mes- 
sage in different churches in Philadelphia, 
with even more than his accustomed ener- 
gy and zeal. On the following day he re- 
turned to his family, was suddenly assailed 
by a fever, which baffled the physician’s 
skill, and in a few days he fell a submis- 
sive vistim.to the unlooked for dispensa- 
tion. Blessed be God, that affection to a 
departed brother requires not that we 
sheuld mourn for him. For his bereaved 
family, for his shepherdless fock, for our- 
selves, for the church, which he adorned, 
the voice of lamentation may well be 
heard. But for him we mourn not. He 
was a man taugat by that heavenly In. 
structor of whom we have this day spoken. 
Under the powerful ministrations of one 
whose praise is in all the churches where 
his worth is known, he was.a few years 
ago awakened from a state of sinful secu- 
rity, and brought, a mourning, afflicted 
penitent, to the foot of his Redeemer’s 
cross. There he poured out the lamenta- 
tions of a burdened sin-sick soul, and in 
the Lord’s own time found that mercy 
which he needed. He now turned his back 
upon a vain and thoughtless multitude, 
the recent companions of his folly, devot- 
ed himself to a life of self-denial, assumed 
the cross, and, amid the scoffs of a derid- 
ing world, declared his purpose to follow 
Christ whithersoever he should lead. In 
obedience to the inward calls of his spirit, 
and the pointings of his providence, he 
sought the required preparatives for the 
Gospel ministry, was in due time, with 
much approval of his talents for the work, 
invested with the office, and the spiritual 
prosperity of his parish attests that his 
labours were attended with no ordinary 
blessing by the Master whom he served. In 
the midst of usefulness he has been sud- 
denly cut off. Such was the will of God. 
Thy will, O God, be done.” 














